Stem Cell Ethics

Introduction:

Anyone who watches the news or reads a newspaper is aware that stem cells offer a great deal of hope for medicine but are controversial.  At present, the federal government will not fund research that creates new embryonic stem cell lines.  While you may be familiar with the opinions of others on the stem cell debate, have you really formed your own opinion? Have you applied your own ethical values to the issue?  In this webquest, you will learn about ethics and ethical approaches, use that knowledge to examine other’s views on stem cells, and finally analyze your own opinion on the subject.

Directions: Follow the links listed below to find each website and then answer the questions.

1. What is the stem cell controversy?

Website:
http://www.eurostemcell.org/conversations-ethics-science-stem-cells
(This video allows various stakeholders in the stem cell controversy to provide their opinions. You will hear from researchers, patients, Doctors, and philosophy/religious thinkers.)

Questions:
For each of the four groups of stakeholders (different groups), identify:

a) What values they have.

b) How they are affected by the stem cell controversy.

2. Making your own decision.

Website: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/stem-cell-poll.html
(You will give your opinions on stem cell issues, but be challenged by the alternate argument).
Questions:

1. Should governments fund embryonic stem cell research? Why?

2. Was your opinion changed by anything you learned or thought about during this assignment?

3. Should a person who is against embryonic stem cell research (or for) also be against (or for) In-vitro fertilization, abortion, war, and/or the death penalty?

