Film Study Worksheet for Spotlight
· Spotlight is a tense investigative dramatic-thriller, tracing the steps to one of the biggest cover-ups in modern times. 
· Spotlight tells the true story of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Boston Globe investigation that would rock the city and cause a crisis in one of the world's oldest and most trusted institutions. 
· When new editor in chief, Marty Baron, comes on board, he instructs the team of spotlight reporters - Robby Robinson, Michael Rezendes, Sacha Pfeiffer, and Matt Carroll - to put all current work on hold and begin investigating sexual abuse allegations by a local Catholic priest against a minor. 
· While previous stories on individual “bad apple” priests had occasionally appeared in the newspaper, this film tells the story of the Globe’s commitment to documenting the failed systems, both in the church and the broader society, which led to the perpetuation of the abuse of children by scores of priests over decades. 

· Spotlight’s year-long investigation uncovers a decades-long cover-up at the highest levels of Boston's religious, legal, and government establishments, touching off a wave of revelations around the world. 
· At the end of the film, Boston is portrayed as a microcosm of a much-broader, interconnected system of power, secrecy, denial and corruption that failed the Roman Catholic Church worldwide and, most especially and importantly, its children and other vulnerable people.
· It appears that the incidence of sexual abusers among priests is roughly the same as that of the general population, about 6%. Most abusers have many victims; some have hundreds of victims. The reason for the scandal in the Catholic Church was the cover-up. By protecting the abusive priests and keeping them in circulation, the Church hierarchy increased the number of victims. 
MAIN CHARACTERS
Sacha Pfeiffer (Rachel McAdams)
Marty Baron – (Liev Schreiber)
Michael Rezendes – (Mark Ruffalo)
Mitchell Garabedian – (Stanley Tucci)
Phil Saviano – (Neal Huff)

Peter Conley – (Paul Guilfoyle)

Walter 'Robby' Robinson – (Michael Keaton)
Matt Carroll – (Brian d’Arcy James)

Jim Sullivan – (Jamey Sheridan)
PART 1 – REQUIRED QUESTIONS – Please answer ALL THREE of the following:
1. The Ethical: This film describes the various roles that several types of institutions or groups of people played in the sexual abuse cover-up scandal of the Roman Catholic Church and its aftermath. One could say that this film shines a “spotlight” on professional ethics in many different ways, including ethics in law and law enforcement, journalism, and the church.
a) Where are ethics learned? 
b) Are there different codes of ethics for different professions: Clergy, Police, Attorneys, Press? 
c) How are ethics used throughout the film as an excuse to keep secrets?
2. List four facts described in the film that impressed you and explain how each fact relates to the film’s premise or theme.
3. Describe an aspect of the film that showed you something you hadn’t seen before, caused you to think in a new way, or helped you understand something more thoroughly than before.  In addition, describe how it changed your thinking.
PART 2 – OPTIONAL QUESTIONS – Please choose THREE of the following:

1. What particularly appealed to you in the cinematic presentation of the film, such as the way in which particular scenes, images, or sounds were presented?
2. A line in the movie says, “If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a village to abuse one.” 
a) What do you think he (Mitchell Garabedian - the lawyer for the victims) means?
b) Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?
3. What do you make of the fact that it was a Jewish editor recently hired from a Miami newspaper who assigned the Spotlight reporters to work on the story and to require that the reporters focus on the question of whether there were institutional problems that were leading to the repeated instances of clergy sexual abuse?
4. The Spotlight reporters found that Church officials treated sexual predators as "sinners" and "forgave" them their sins. What is wrong with this attitude?

5. The Personal: Throughout the movie, we see individuals dealing with their own personal responses to the knowledge of sexual abuse by clergy and its cover-up: the victims/survivors; the members of the press and their families; the attorneys, police and members of the judicial system; church bureaucrats; and others.
· With which character(s) did you most identify and why?
6.  “It’s in the clips.” In one scene, a reporter on the Spotlight team takes a historical clip to the team leader, refreshing his memory about something that happened before. In another scene, the church’s litigant tells him the stories were already sent to The Globe.

· How does the leader (Robby Robinson) react to learning/being reminded of this information?
· Why do you think it is important AND honest to know this part of the story?
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