Compare / Contrast Essay 

Directions: Write an essay that:

· Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with appropriate historical evidence

· Addresses all parts of the question

· Makes direct, relevant comparisons and contrasts

· Analyzes relevant reasons for similarities and/or differences (same or different because . . . )

	Revolution Comparative Essay


Background: The ideas of either continuity or change can cause conflict within society. Conflicting ideologies are always present but something causes people to act upon these conflicts and change occurs. The Political Revolutions covered in this unit demonstrate instances where conflict was present and -- as a result of actions of people -- change occurred. How did the change occur? Who was involved? What were the conditions before? What were the conditions after? Did change occur in a similar manner and was this a result of the leaders or philosophy? What effect did the philosophy have upon the manner in which change occurred? Were the aims of the revolution met? Were the conditions present that may have caused the revolution rectified? Which revolution may have been more successful? (Must define success) 
Revolutions:  American, French, Haitian, Latin American

Essay Prompt:

Revolutions occur when people can no longer make change in the system through legal channels. The Revolutions listed above occurred during the late 18th and early 19th centuries when people felt that they could no longer accept the current conditions. These revolutions were successful in making change in their societies. Compare the pattern/process/dynamic of revolution in TWO of the instances studied; comment on the applicability of Crane Brinton’s Anatomy of Revolution.
Guidelines:

"Compare" means to show relationships ( analyze from the view point of their differences AND their similarities. 

It all starts with a CLEAR, ANALYTICAL, and COMPREHENSIVE THESIS
– without that, you have bupkis.

