Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Webquest

One of the major reasons why the Middle East is such an unstable region of the world is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We will study a number of conflicts this year, but the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is without a doubt one of the most complex struggles between two peoples ever in human history. Unlike other conflicts we will study, it is not clear who is the perpetrator and who is the victim: there are a wealth of perpetrators and victims on both sides. Each side can make a fair claim to the land being fought over. Almost every aspect of the conflict is subject to debate.

This is an opportunity to get oriented...

Go to this website:

http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2009/aug/17/israel-middleeast

Answer the following questions: 
· ANSWERS to Questions 1-3 in first picture/slide caption
· SCROLL DOWN for ANSWERS to Questions 5-8, 10-14, 17-18 
1.       Who ruled the majority of the Middle East from the 1500s until the end of World War I?


2.       Why did the British support an Arab revolt against the Ottomans during World War I?


3.       At the same time, who else did the British make a promise to? What was the promise?

4. Go here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balfour_Declaration_of_1917

Copy and paste the first paragraph on that page. Then write a version of it in your own words below. Look up some big words if you have to.


5.       What is a “mandate”? Which countries received mandates in the Middle East and what areas did they receive?


6.       Explain how the British divided up their mandate.


7.       What led to increased Jewish immigration to Palestine in the 1930s? How did the local Arabs (Palestinians) react?


8.       How did the United Nations deal with the Palestine situation after the British mandate ended in 1947? What happened after the state of Israel was founded in 1948?

9.       http://www.shamrak.com/Masada2000-HistoryofPalestine.htm
Take a good look at the 1947 map. It shows the UN plan to divide up Palestine among the Jews and the Arabs. What do you notice about the map? Does the plan seem workable to you? Why or why not?



10.       The Suez canal on the Sinai peninsula in Egypt is a very important connection point for ships running from Europe to Asia. Based on what you read, why do you think Israel, Britain, and France invaded the Sinai Peninsula in 1956? How do you think the Arabs reacted to this? Why?


11.       When was the Palestine Liberation Organization founded? Who was its chairman and what was its stated purpose?


12.       What happened on June 5, 1967? Why have peace talks been centered around a return to Israel’s pre-1967 borders ever since?


13.       What was significant about the year 1979? How did the U.S. feel it could influence the conflict? What do you think “financial muscle” means?

14.       Why did Israel invade Lebanon in 1982?


15.       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intifada
What is an “intifada”? 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Intifada
Why did the Palestinians launch one against Israel in 1987?


16.       Find, copy, and paste a map showing Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza.


17.       How did the Oslo Accords end the 1987 intifada? (Hint: PLO = Palestine Liberation Organization)


18.       Explain why violence between Israelis and Palestinians escalated between 2000 and 2002.


19.       http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rick-steves/the-security-fence-the-an_b_4296601.html
Why do you think Israel began building a “security fence” in 2003? In your opinion, would something like that help lead to peace?
20. Who are the current leaders of the Israelis and the Palestinians? 
(You’ll have to look them up.)
· Israeli Prime Minister: 
· President of Palestinian Authority: 

21. IN YOUR OPINION, is there any hope for a peaceable solution?  Why or why not? What type of solution could satisfy both sides?
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