LAGAAN:  ONCE UPON A TIME IN INDIA (Pt. I)
	Take notes under questions 1-9 as you watch the film.

	Type up your answers in complete sentences and turn in on Wednesday, 2/18


	Keep track of the characters using this list:

	Bhuvan
	Ishwar

	Gauri
	Ram Singh

	Elizabeth Russell 
	Ismail

	Captain Russell 
	Arjan

	Rajah Puran Singh 
	Deva

	Guran
	Kachra

	
	Lakha


1. Describe the climate and geography of India and how it affects the people in the film. 
2. What is ‘Lagaan’?  Who benefits from it? 
3. i)  These ‘nicknames’ are used for different people or groups in the film.  Who are they used for?

	a) ‘darkie’
	
	b) ‘tea drinkers’
	

	c) ‘whities’
	
	d) ‘flea bags’
	

	e) ‘Sahib’
	
	f) ‘boot wearers’
	


ii) In your opinion, why are these nicknames used? 
4. What bet is made between the English governor and the villagers? 
5. How does the team represent the different religious and ethnic groups in India? 
6. Choose 1 character in the film and explain how he or she does not follow his or her dharma. 
[Hinduism describes dharma as the natural universal laws whose observance enables humans to be contented and happy, and to save oneself from degradation and suffering. Dharma is the moral law combined with spiritual discipline that guides one's life. Hindus consider dharma the very foundation of life.]
7. How does the film show that traditional values are being questioned?  Do some traditional values persist?  Explain using some examples. 
8. How is the Rajah treated by the film? Is the audience encouraged to see him as an enemy, friend, or something more complicated?
9. How is gender roles in the Indian and the British colonial societies portrayed?
