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1986-90 

China's "Open-door policy" opens the country to foreign investment and 
encourages development of a market economy and private sector.  

Stock markets open in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen.  

1979 

Diplomatic relations established with the U.S.  
Government imposes one-child policy in effort to curb 

population growth. 

1976 

Mao dies. 
 "Gang of Four," including Mao's widow, 

jockey for power but are arrested and 
convicted of crimes against the state.  

From 1977 Deng Xiaoping emerges as the dominant 
figure among pragmatists in the leadership. Under him, 

China undertakes far-reaching economic reforms. 

1972 

U.S. President Richard Nixon visits. Both countries declare a desire to normalize relations. 

1966-76  

"Cultural Revolution," Mao's 10-year political and ideological campaign aimed at reviving revolutionary spirit, produces 
massive social, economic, and political upheaval. 

1962 

Brief conflict with India over disputed Himalayan border. 

1959 

Chinese forces suppress large-scale revolt in Tibet. 

1958  

Mao launches the "Great Leap Forward," a five-year economic plan. Farming is collectivized and labor-intensive 
industry is introduced. The drive produces economic breakdown and is abandoned after two years. Disruption to 

agriculture is blamed for the deaths by starvation of millions of people following poor harvests. 

1950  

China intervenes in the Korean War on the side of North Korea; Tibet becomes part of the People's Republic of China. 

1949 

1 October - Mao Zedong, having led the Communists to victory against the Nationalists after more than 20 years of 
civil war, proclaims the founding of the People's Republic of China. The Nationalists retreat to the island of Taiwan and 

set up a government there. 
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1997 

Deng Xiaoping dies, aged 92. 
Rioting erupts in Yining, Xinjiang and on day of Deng's funeral Xinjiang separatists 

plant three bombs on buses in Urumqi, Xinjiang, killing nine and injuring 74.  

1996 

China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan - dubbed the Shanghai Five - meet in Shanghai and agree to 
cooperate to combat ethnic and religious tensions in each others' countries. 

1995 

China tests missiles and holds military exercises in the Taiwan Strait, apparently to intimidate Taiwan during its 
presidential elections. 

1994 

China abolishes the official renminbi (RMB) currency exchange rate and fixes its first floating rate since 1949. 

1993 

Jiang Zemin officially 
replaces Yang Shangkun 

as president. 

Preliminary construction work on the Three Gorges dam begins. It will create a lake 
almost 600 kilometers (375 miles) long and submerge dozens of cultural heritage sites 

by the time it is completed in 2009. 

1992 

Russia and China sign declaration restoring friendly ties.  
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) ranks China's 

economy as third largest in the world after the U.S. and 
Japan. 

1989 

Troops open fire on demonstrators who have camped for weeks in 
Tiananmen Square initially to demand the posthumous 

rehabilitation of former CCP General Secretary Hu Yaobang, who 
was forced to resign in 1987. The official death toll is 200. 

International outrage leads to sanctions.  

Jiang Zemin takes over as Chinese 
Communist Party general secretary from 

Zhao Ziyang, who refused to support martial 
law during the Tiananmen demonstrations. 
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2003 

Launch of China's first manned spacecraft: Astronaut 
Yang Liwei is sent into space. 

National People's Congress elects Hu Jintao 
president. 

2003 

China and Hong Kong hit by the Sars virus, 
thought to have originated in Guangdong 

province. 

China and India reach de facto agreement over the status of 
Tibet and Sikkim in landmark cross-border trade agreement. 

2002 

U.S. President George W Bush visits on the 30th anniversary of 
President Nixon's visit to China, the first by a US president. 

Vice-President Hu Jintao is named 
head of the ruling Communist party. 

2001 

Diplomatic stand-off over the detention of an American spy plane and crew after 
a mid-air collision with a Chinese fighter jet 

China joins the World 
Trade Organization. 

2000 

Crackdown on official corruption intensifies, with the execution for bribe taking 
of a former deputy chairman of the National People's Congress. 

Bomb explosion kills up to 
60 in Urumqi, Xinjiang. 

1999 

Nato bombs the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, souring Sino-US 
relations. 

Macao reverts to Chinese rule. 

1998 

Zhu Rongji succeeds Li Peng as premier, 
announces reforms in the wake of the Asian 
financial crisis and continued deceleration 

of the economy.  

Thousands of state-owned enterprises are 
to be restructured through amalgamations, 

share flotations and bankruptcies. 

About four 
million civil 

service jobs to be 
axed. 
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Source: The BBC Country Profile http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882
 
 
 

2012 

Communist Party holds congress in which Vice-President Xi Jinping is selected as General Secretary of the CCP. 

2011 

Chinally formally overtakes Japan to become the world's second-largest economy. 

2010 

The web giant Google ends its compliance with Chinese 
internet censorship and starts re-directing web searches to 

Hong Kong. 

Jailed Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo is awarded 
Nobel Peace Prize, prompting offical protests 

from Beijing. 

2009 

China stages mass celebrations to mark 60 years since the Communist Party came to power. 

2008 

A  massive earthquake in 
Sichuan province kills tens of 

thousands. 
Beijing hosts Olympic Games. 

The government announces a $586bn 
stimulus package to avoid an economic 

slowdown.  

2007 

During a landmark visit, Wen Jiabao becomes the first Chinese prime minister to address Japan's parliament. 

2006 

Work on the structure of the Three Gorges Dam, the 
world's largest hydropower project, is completed. 

New China-Tibet railway line, the world's highest train 
route, begins operating.  

2005 

Aircraft chartered for the Lunar New Year holiday 
make the first direct flights between China and 

Taiwan since 1949.  

Taiwan's National Party leader Lien Chan visits China 
for the first meeting between Nationalist and 

Communist Party leaders since 1949. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882

