Jim Crow Laws Webquest
Directions: You will be learning about segregation in the South during the Gilded Age. You will be getting all of your information from a PBS website devoted to Jim Crow laws. The website is, http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/. Find the answers to the following questions by exploring the website.

Title Page

1. What does the term “Jim Crow refer to? 

Jim Crow Stories- People

1. Name two accomplishments of W.E.B DuBois and explain why he was important. 
2. Name two accomplishments of Booker T. Washington and explain why he was important. 

3. How did Washington and DuBois differ in their views about rights for blacks? 

Jim Crow Stories- Events

1. What deal was made during the election of 1876 that permitted white control of the South? (Hint: It’s towards the end.) 

2. What did the Supreme Court decide about the legality of segregating whites and blacks in Plessy v. Ferguson? 

3. What was the purpose of the NAACP? What did the NAACP hope to accomplish? 

Interactive Maps-Jim Crow Laws

1. In Texas, what was the law regarding the education of black and white children? 

2. What did the law in Georgia say about how prisoners were to be organized? 

3. In Alabama, how could a restaurant owner serve both blacks and whites? 

Interactive Maps-Population and Migration

1. In what part of the country did the majority of blacks live in during the 1870’s? 

2. In the 1930’s what happened to the black population of South Carolina? Why do you think this occurred? 

3. Name three states that saw their black population increase by at least 100,000 during the 1930s. Where do you think these people came from? 

4. Why do you think the black population began increasing in the North during the 1930s? 

Interactive Maps-Lynchings

1. What state had the highest number of lynchings between 1882-1968?
2. How many blacks were lynched between 1882-1968 in Texas?
3. Why didn’t the state or local governments in the South prevent the lynching of blacks?
4. Name three states where more whites than blacks were lynched between 1882-1968? 

Interactive Maps-Riots
1. What caused the riot of 1917 in Illinois? (Hint: Why were white workers upset with blacks) 

Tools and Activities-Trying to Vote

1. Try to vote and continue through the steps.

2. You are an African-American living in the South during the 1950’s. Write a letter to the President of the United States to ask him to resolve the matter. The following questions should be answered in your letter.
What barriers did Southern governments use to keep blacks from voting. Were these fair?

Why do whites work so hard to take the right to vote away from blacks?

Why is the ability to vote valuable for you? What will you gain from voting?
