Imperialism & the Car Dealer

Imagine you’re in need of a new car.
You have a specific car dealer in mind. 
Under the four types of Imperialism, your actions might be as follows:


	Type
	Action
	Explained

	


Colony
	ARMING ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY, YOU TAKE OVER THE CAR DEALER, KILL THE OWNER AND SEIZE THE DEALERSHIP. ALL OF THE OWNER’S FAMILY NOW ARE ASSIGNED THE MOST MENIAL AND INTENSIVE JOBS (WASHING THE CARS, SWEEPING THE LOT, ETC.) WHILE YOUR RELATIVES GET THE BEST JOBS. YOU TAKE ANY CAR YOU NEED.
	Establishing colonies involves direct control, depriving the original occupants of the land of any benefit they might have had, including the right to make their own decisions.

	



Protectorate
	YOU “BUY” THE  DEALERSHIP BUT KEEP THE OWNER AND HIS FAMILY ON HAND TO DO THE SAME SORT OF WORK. THEY GET TO MANAGE THE DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS OF SELLING AND FINANCING CARS, WHILE YOU INCORPORATE THEM INTO YOUR DEALER NETWORK, PROVIDING OTHER SERVICES SUCH AS ADVERTISING. EVERY YEAR WHEN YOU NEED A NEW CAR, YOU PICK ANY ONE YOU WANT.
	
Imposing a protectorate means you absorb the territory, but you let the occupants make many of the basic decisions, while you provide larger services and protection.

	


Sphere of
Influence
	YOU TAKE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO THE DEALERSHIP AND BLOCK OFF ALL OF THE ENTRANCES, PREVENTING ANY OTHER POTENTIAL CUSTOMER FROM BEING ABLE TO
SHOP —MEANWHILE, THE LOT IS YOURS TO PRIVATELY CHOOSE ANY CAR YOU’D LIKE, WITHOUT HAVING TO WORRY THAT ANYONE ELSE WILL GET ONE YOU WANT FIRST.
	
Creating a Sphere of
Influence is like throwing up a net to block others from deriving any benefit from a mutual relationship. It’s about excluding other nations.


	


Economic
Imperialism
	YOU ARRIVE AT A DOWNTOWN HOTEL, AND BEFORE YOU’RE EVEN FINISHED CHECKING IN, THE HOTEL MANAGER TELLS YOU THAT YOU HAVE SEVERAL MESSAGES WAITING. FOUR CAR DEALERSHIPS HAVE HEARD YOU’RE IN TOWN AND ARE ANXIOUS TO COME AND MEET WITH YOU, OFFERING TO BUY YOU DINNER. THEY COME TO THE HOTEL, BRING BROCHURES AND OFFER TO BRING CARS THE FOLLOWING DAY FOR YOU TO TEST DRIVE.
	

Under Economic Imperialism, the large corporation that provides a potential boost to the economy gets massive decision-making input and control.






