
World War I: The Slaughter of
the Finest



Imperialism: Domination by one country of
the political, economic, or cultural life of
another country or region.

Militarism: Glorification of the military.

Imperialism led to:Imperialism led to:

Militarism led to:Militarism led to:Militarism led to:Militarism led to:

Nationalism: A strong feeling of pride in 
and devotion to one’s country.

Nationalism led to:Nationalism led to:

Aspirations for independence in a country 
under foreign domination.



The Great War

• Nationalism spurs 
competition among 
European nations. 

• Imperialism deepens 
national rivalries. 

• Militarism leads to large 

LongLong--Term CausesTerm Causes
• The assassination of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand in June 1914 
prompts Austria to declare war on 
Serbia. 

• The alliance system requires 
nations to support their allies. 
European countries declare war 

Immediate CausesImmediate Causes

• Militarism leads to large 
standing armies. 

• The alliance system 
divides Europe into two 
rival camps.

European countries declare war 
on one another. 

WORLD WAR I



The Alliance System in 1914

Allies (Triple Entente*)

Great Britain*

France*

Central Powers 
(Triple Alliance*)

Germany*France*

Russia*

 Italy (changed sides 
from Triple Alliance)

United States 
(entered the war in 
1915)

Austria Hungary*

 Italy* (later changed 
sides)

Ottoman Empire



The Guns of August



Trench Warfare:
Protection from the Machine Gun



The First Air War



Treaty of Versailles
• Germany forced to take all responsibility 

for the war.
• Germany stripped of its colonies.
• Germany must pay  huge reparations.
• Alsace and Lorraine to France.• Alsace and Lorraine to France.
• Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Finland 

carved out of Russian territory.
• Czechoslovakia, Austria and Hungary 

carved out of German territory.
• Yugoslavia created in the Balkans. It 

incorporates Serbia, which disappears.



Mapping the Treaty of Versailles



• Many nations feel 
bitter and betrayed by 
the peace settlements.

LongLong--Term EffectsTerm Effects

The Great WarThe Great War

WORLD WARWORLD WAR II

• A generation of Europeans are 
killed or wounded.

• Dynasties fall in Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, and Russia. 

• New countries are created.

• The League of Nations is 
established to help promote 
peace. 

Immediate EffectsImmediate Effects • Problems that helped 
cause the war—
nationalism, 
competition—remain.


