
Mass Immigration Begins
• From 1840 & 1860, 4 million Irish & Germans

immigrated to America  
• Motivations for immigration:

– Most came for higher wages in northern industrial 
jobs

– The potato blight from 1845-1854 brought 1.5 
million Irish immigrants

– Low fares on trans-Atlantic ships made access 
easier



New Americans

• In the 1840’s and 
1850’s, about 4 million 
immigrants arrived in 
the U.S.



• In the 1840’s, over 1 million people died in Ireland due to 
the Irish Potato Famine. 



• As a result, over 1.5 million 
Irish immigrants came to the 
U.S. by 1860.



In 1863, federal troops were sent to quell race rioting in New 

York, when Irish immigrants attacked the city's black 

population after learning that the new conscription law 

meant that they would likely be drafted to fight a war on 

behalf of blacks. The controversy grew more intense when it 

was revealed that conscripted men could buy a waiver for 

$300, which led to charges that it was a "rich man's war but 

a poor man's fight." Black neighborhoods were burned and 

many blacks were lynched from lampposts. After four days 

of rioting, the bloodshed finally ended with more than 100 

killed. Similar riots took place in Philadelphia and Detroit.



New York City riots, 1863



(left) Population 
density of people 
born in Ireland, 
1870; these were 
mostly Catholics

• Most Irish 
immigrants came to 
the U.S. poor, 
settling in either 
Boston, New York, 
or Philadelphia.



The Germans

• German 
immigrants 
came to the 
U.S. to 
escape war 
and to 
better their 
lives.

German immigrants boarding a ship for America in the late 
19th century



• Those with money bought farms in the Midwest.



• Those too poor to buy land stayed in east coast cities, such as
New York.



Between 1890 and 1910 North Dakota’s population more than 
doubled in part due to immigrants from abroad and in part due 
to settlers from the east eager for their own piece of land. 
These turn-of-the-century settlers often lived in sod houses like 
the one pictured here.





Effects of 
Immigration

• Immigrants 
took available 
jobs in 
factories and 
mines, helping 
the economy.

1900 US photo 
miners in 
Hazleton, PA



A group which exemplifies the wide range of American 
labor. Slovak, Irish, German, and Polish types are 
represented. (Photograph by Lewis W. Hine.)



• Nativists tried to limit immigration, blaming immigrants 
for “stealing” jobs from native-born Americans and for 
being criminals.

(above) New York Times want ad 1854



• In the 
1850’s, 
nativists
formed the 
Know-
Nothing 
Party.

A cartoon from the 1850s by the "Know-
Nothings" accusing the Irish and German 
immigrants of negatively affecting an election.



An Irish 
thug and a 
Catholic 
priest carve 
up the 
Democratic 
Party goose 
that laid the 
golden eggs.

• Immigrants were also discriminated against for being 
Catholics.



Famous 1876 editorial cartoon by Thomas Nast showing 
bishops as crocodiles attacking public schools, with 
connivance of Irish Catholic politicians.



Cartoons depicted Irish immigrants as ape-like barbarians 
prone to lawlessness, laziness and drunkenness. 



Uncle Sam reprimands, "Look here, you, everybody else is 
quiet and peaceable, and you're all the time a-kicking up a 
row!


