NAME

Living Room Candidate Computer Assignment 
DIRECTIONS: Welcome to the Living Room Candidate, where TV political advertising is analyzed from 1952-2016.

a. Access www.livingroomcandidate.org
b. You will analyze four advertisements, two are selected for you, the other two are your choice. Of those two you choose, they must be selected from different decades. 

c. You will analyze the effectiveness of the commercial, describing the use of two of the following: language/imagery (visual impact), emotional impact, use of music, other selling techniques etc. 

I. Access Johnson’s Fear Component in: “Peace Little Girl of 1964”
a. Identify the candidates and the presidential campaign year. 

1) Democrat: 


Republican 


 Year

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the commercial (Note “C” in the directions above) 
c. Effectiveness spectrum: Effective 5---------------------------3-------------------------1- Ineffective
d. Explain what you learned about the candidate? 
e. Explain any euphemisms or empty phrases (= BS) you noted in the commercial: 
f. Cite two persuasion / propaganda techniques used by this commercial. (See Language of Persuasion handout) 
1)
2)
II. Access Bush’s Fear Component of 1988 in: “Willie Horton” 
a. Identify the candidates and the presidential campaign year. 

1) Democrat: 


Republican 


 Year

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the commercial ( Note “C” in the directions above) 

c. Effectiveness spectrum: Effective 5---------------------------3-------------------------1- Ineffective

d. Explain what you learned about the candidate? 
e. Explain any euphemisms or empty phrases (= BS) you noted in the commercial: 

f. Cite two persuasion / propaganda techniques used by this commercial. (See Language of Persuasion handout) 
1)
2)

III. Commercial title: 
a. Identify the candidates and the presidential campaign year. 

1) Democrat: 


Republican 


 Year

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the commercial ( Note “C” in the directions above) 

c. Effectiveness spectrum: Effective 5---------------------------3-------------------------1- Ineffective

d. Explain what you learned about the candidate? 
e. Explain any euphemisms or empty phrases (= BS) you noted in the commercial: 

f. Cite two persuasion / propaganda techniques used by this commercial. (See Language of Persuasion handout) 
1)
2)

IV. Commercial title: 
a. Identify the candidates and the presidential campaign year. 

1) Democrat: 


Republican 


 Year

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the commercial ( Note “C” in the directions above) 

c. Effectiveness spectrum: Effective 5---------------------------3-------------------------1- Ineffective

d. Explain what you learned about the candidate? 
e. Explain any euphemisms or empty phrases (= BS) you noted in the commercial: 

f. Cite two persuasion / propaganda techniques used by this commercial. (See Language of Persuasion handout) 
1)
2)

