Cross Examiner Checklist
To be successful in this trial, you will need to complete all of these items. Please do not feel like you have to complete them in the order that I listed, you are free to do them in whatever order works for you.  

Preliminary Research 
· Read through the case.

· Discuss strategy for the case with your team.

· Develop a theory for the case with your team.
· Study your witness; look for flaws in their testimony, shady motives they may have, or bias that they have.


· Find evidence to support your side.

Development 

· Map out what you think the direct examiner will do.

· Develop yes or no questions to lead your witness.
· Edit questions to eliminate any who, what, where, when, why questions.
· Eliminate any questions requiring the witness to explain (You need to control the witness!)

· Study any exhibits or evidence you will be using (pictures, maps, visual aids.)

Gearing Up For the Trial 
· Plan out any possible re-cross examinations.

· Meet with other witnesses and lawyers from your team to verify that your case is consistent.

Direct Examiner Checklist
To be successful in this trial, you will need to complete all of these items. Please do not feel like you have to complete them in the order that I listed, you are free to do them in whatever order works for you.  
Preliminary Research 
· Read through the case.
· Discuss strategy for the case with your team.
· Develop a theory of the case with your team.

· Study your witness.

· Find evidence to support your side.
Development 
· Develop background questions to ask your witness (Foundation).
· Develop open-ended questions to draw out their testimony.

· Edit questions to eliminate any leading (Yes/No questions).
· Map out what you think the cross examiner will do.

· Develop a plan with your witness for answering cross examination questions.
· Study any exhibits or evidence you will be using (pictures, maps, visual aids).
Gearing Up For the Trial 
· Run through questioning with your witness.
· Plan out any possible re-direct examination.
· Meet with other witnesses and lawyers from your team to verify that your case is consistent.
Opening Statement Checklist

To be successful in this trial, you will need to complete all of these items. Please do not feel like you have to complete them in the order that I listed, you are free to do them in whatever order works for you.  

Preliminary Research 

· Read through the case.

· Discuss strategy for the case with your team.

· Develop a theory of the case with your team.


· Support all members of your team by finding evidence for your side.

Development 
· Meet with each witness and direct examiner to learn about their perspective and plan for the case.

· Meet with cross examiners to learn about the inconsistencies in the other sides’ case. 
· Develop an introduction (introduce your self and why you are here).
· Develop timeline of the case and an overview of the evidence (Movie preview).
Gearing Up For the Trial 
· Write final opening statement.
· Rehearse it with your team. Have them give feedback. (You want the opening statement to be consistent with everything they will be saying).
· Meet with your team member giving the closing statement. Help them make an outline.

Closing Statement Checklist

To be successful in this trial, you will need to complete all of these items. Please do not feel like you have to complete them in the order that I listed, you are free to do them in whatever order works for you.  

Preliminary Research 

· Read through the case.

· Discuss strategy for the case with your team.

· Develop a theory of the case with your team.


· Support all members of your team by finding evidence for your side.

Development 

· Meet with each witness and direct examiner to learn about their perspective and plan for the case.

· Meet with cross examiners to learn about the inconsistencies in the other sides’ case.

· Write a paragraph in which you speculate what the other side is going to do during the trial (what steps will they take, what evidence will they focus on, etc.)
Gearing Up For the Trial 
· Develop an outline of a closing statement. You may use the opening statement giver to help.
· Share the outline with your team. Have them give feedback.

Witness Checklist

To be successful in this trial, you will need to complete all of these items. Please do not feel like you have to complete them in the order that I listed, you are free to do them in whatever order works for you.  

Preliminary Research 

· Read through the case.

· Discuss strategy for the case with your team.

· Develop a theory of the case with your team.


· Support all members of your team by finding evidence for your side.

Development 

· Continue studying your role and testimony.

· Meet with your direct examiner to develop open-ended questions.

· Brainstorm what you think the cross examiner will ask. 

· Practice what it is like to be asked leading questions in a hostile environment.

Gearing Up For the Trial 
· Rehearse your testimony with your team. Have them give feedback.

· Be able to give testimony without reading it.
