Mock Trial Prep





Use this checklist and the Mock Trial Schedule to keep track of your progress and make sure you are ready for the trial.   

Witness Checklist and Question Sheet 

1. Read Affidavit








_____ 

2. Record key facts and information about “your” background on following form.


_____

3. Meet with the lawyer who will be questioning you.  Discuss role in the case.


_____  

4. With lawyer, write questions and responses for trial.  




_____

5. Because the other side will question you during the trial, write 

questions you think they will ask and your best responses to them. 



_____

6. Type all your questions and responses and make 3 copies:   one for you, one 

for your lawyer and one for trial portfolio






_____

      

      

7. Practice and memorize testimony!






_____


Direct Examination Worksheet

Direct Examination is a term for the questioning of a witness by a lawyer on his or her side of the court case.   It is the time for witnesses to give background information about themselves and explain their part of the case.   But what should you say in Direct Examination?   On the day of the trial, a good witness is prepared to speak knowledgably and easily about themselves and their connection to the case.   This is because they have taken the lead in developing the questions and answers for direct examination during the preparation phase.  

How many direct examination questions should you write?  As many as you think you need!!      Please feel free to add more questions/answers if you think it’s going to help you develop your character.
Will witnesses need to memorize the information?  YES, so keep your questions short and your responses informative but not overwhelming!  

Introduction Question:  Every direct examination should begin with this basic question, so the judge and audience know who is taking the stand.  

1.
“Please state your name, age and occupation for the record.”

Answer:



Background and Credibility Question(s):  Use the next few (it does not have to be all five) questions to describe a bit about your life and career.   Witnesses need to prove that they are not random people who have been pulled off the street to testify!  In other words, the questions should relate to how QUALIFIED you are.
2.


Answer:

3.


Answer:

4.


Answer:

5.
Answer:

6.

Answer:
Connection to accused:   Every witness in the trial has information that relates to their connection to the accused. Review your bio summary and find those details!   Write the kind of questions and answers that will support your side of the case.  
7.

Answer:

8.

Answer

9.

Answer:

10.

Answer:
11.

Answer:

12.

Answer:
Cross Examination Worksheet
Cross examination is an opportunity for the lawyers to question witnesses on the opposite side of the case.  The goal of cross examination is to call into question key facts or ideas that have just been presented by witnesses of the opposite side.  Cases are often won and lost when a witness cracks or holds firm under the pressure.  Anticipate what the other side will ask you.  Write those questions and your best responses below.   With direct exam questions, you can practice and polish your testimony with your lawyers.  But because you do not know what the other side will ask, you can only anticipate and practice based on your guesses of what is important.  Although you won’t know what the other side will ask, hopefully the practice will pay off!!  And keep in mind that on cross examination, you can bend the truth of your witness statement a little. 

Finally, keep in mind that even though they are often asking yes/no or one-word answers, you can by all means qualify, or explain your yes/no response. In fact, you’re going to have to in order to get a good grade on your scoresheet!

Example:
“Ms. [defendant’s name], isn’t it true that you received a failing grade in the third marking period of Mr. Klingeman’s class?”
Answer:
“Yes, but I try very hard in his class. I do my homework, study, and ask questions to try to get a good grade. My goal for the next marking period is to not only pass, but to get at least a ‘C’ or higher.”
1.

Answer:



2.

Answer:

3.


Answer:

4.

Answer:

5.

Answer:

Notice how the answer emphasizes your “good intentions.”  You have to stick to your affidavit, (i.e. not lie) but you also need to tell the truth in ways to defend your credibility.  











