How a Bill Becomes a Law...
Bill Introduction
Bill is introduced by member and then assigned
to a committee, which usually refers it to a subcommittee; it is formally placed in a box called
the hopper located at the speakers’ rostrum

Bill Introduction
Bill is introduced by a member and assigned
to a committee, which usually refers it to a
subcommittee; it is placed on the presiding
officer’s desk

Subcommittee
Performs studies, holds hearings, and makes
revisions/amendments; if approved, the bill goes
to full committee; supporters, opponents, and
experts are invited for hearings

Subcommittee
Performs studies, holds hearings, and makes
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Standing Committee
Full committee can amend the bill before deciding to table/kill the bill or send it to the House
Floor; if approved, the bill is reported to the full
house and placed on the calendar

Standing Committee
Full committee can amend the bill before deciding to table/kill the bill or send it to the
Senate Floor; if approved, the bill is reported
to the full house and placed on the calendar

Rules Committee
Creates rules for debating the bill and decides
when the bill should be debated

Leadership
Leaders from both parties meet to decide
when the bill should be debated

Full House
Bill is debated by the entire body, amendments
are offered, and a final vote is taken. If the bill is
changed in the Senate, it is then sent to a conference committee

Full Senate
Bill is debated by the entire body, with fewer
rules than the House. Amendments are taken
and a final vote is held. If it passes in the
House in a different version, then it is sent to a
conference committee.

Conference Committee
Composed of members from both the House and the Senate, they meet to write a final bill that serves to “iron out”
any differences between the two bills. The new bill is then sent back to the House and the Senate for another vote.

Presidential Action
If the bill is passed in final version by both the House and the Senate, then it is enrolled, or sent to the President.
The President has several options:
• The President may take no action. If Congress is in session, the bill automatically becomes law after 10 days.
• A pocket veto occurs when the president takes no action and Congress has adjourned its session. In this case,
the bill dies and does not become law
• The President may feel the bill is unwise and unnecessary, then veto, or kill, the bill.
• The President may sign the bill and it then becomes law

Overriding a Veto
The bill must go through the same process as introduction and committee approval; however, rather than a majority
vote of the full House and the full Senate, it requires a 2/3’s vote of both bodies.

