
The Executive Branch

The Law-Enforcing Branch 

of Government



Source of Executive Branch

• The Executive Branch of government was 
set up under Article II of the U.S. 
Constitution.

• It was created to be the law-enforcing 
branch of government (it carries out the 
laws passed by the legislative branch).

• It is led by the President of the United 
States.



Qualifications for President

• 3 requirements:
– At least 35 years of age

– A native-born U.S. citizen

– A resident of the U.S. for at least 14 years

*There has been some controversy over 
whether the 14 years must be consecutive 
and what qualifies as a true native born U.S. 
citizen



Qualifications for President
• Although the following are not requirements, 

they are stereotypical characteristics of our past 
presidents:
– White
– Male
– Protestant Christians
– Most have won elections before
– Most have a college education
– Many have had military service
– Many have been lawyers
– Most came from states with large populations
– Most have served in political offices before
– Most have been active in their communities



President Barack Obama



Electing a President
Presidential elections occur every four 
years in years evenly divisible by 4 (2000, 
2004, 2008, etc…)

 A compromise at the Constitutional 
Convention determined who would elect the 
president - some people wanted Congress to 
choose the president, while others wanted 
the people to decide  the Electoral College 
- an indirect method of election. 



Electing a President
The electoral college is made up of electors from 
each state who vote for one of the major 
candidates.

The process for selecting electors varies 
throughout the United States. Generally, the 
political parties nominate electors at their State 
party conventions or by a vote of the party's central 
committee in each State. 

Then the voters in each State choose the 
electors on the day of the general election. 



Electing a President
The electoral college is made up of 
electors from each state who vote for one of 
the major candidates.

The people of the U.S. vote for President 
on the ballot, but we are actually voting for a 
list of presidential electors pledged to that 
candidate  so if most people in FL vote for 
president candidate X, then the electors 
pledged to that candidate get to vote for X.



Electing a President
The number of electors per state is determined 
by adding the number of representatives from that 
state (determined by population) to the number of 
senators of that state (2 per state).  

In FL, we have 25 representatives in the House 
of Representatives and 2 senators in the Senate so 
we have a total of 27 electors in the Electoral 
College. 

Larger populated states = more electors. 



Electing a President

There are 538 electors total:

435 from the total number of
representatives

100 from the total number of senators

and 3 from the District of Columbia
through the 23rd amendment to the
Constitution





Electing a President
Sometimes a presidential candidate may win the 
popular vote but not the electoral college vote 
(George W. Bush in 2000) - the electoral college 
vote is the one that counts. 

If a candidate wins a state by even a small 
margin, all the electoral votes from that state go to 
that candidate  this is called the winner-take-all 
system (only Nebraska and Maine can split it up).

This really makes it difficult for third-party 
candidates to win electoral votes. 



MAKING IT EVEN MORE COMPLICATED:

Legal Requirements or Pledges  in 26 
states + the District of Columbia, 
Electors are bound by State Law or by 
pledges to cast their vote for a specific 
candidate.

BUT in the other 24 states, there is No 
Legal Requirement   Electors in these 
States are not bound by State Law to 
cast their vote for a specific candidate



Electing a President
Although during most elections, the 
winning presidential candidate is announced 
the evening of the election, the formal 
election by the electoral college doesn’t take 
place until December.

At that vote, the candidate who gets a 
majority wins the election (270 votes out of 
the total votes).



Electing a President
What happens if no presidential 

candidate gets 270 electoral votes?

If no candidate receives a majority of 
electoral votes, the House of 
Representatives elects the President from 
the 3 Presidential candidates who received 
the most electoral votes. 

Each State delegation has one vote. 



What happens if no presidential
candidate gets 270 electoral votes?

The Senate would elect the Vice
President from the 2 Vice Presidential
candidates with the most electoral
votes.

Each Senator would cast one vote for
Vice President.



What happens if no presidential
candidate gets 270 electoral votes?

If the House of Representatives fails
to elect a President by Inauguration
Day, the Vice-President Elect serves
as acting President until the deadlock
is resolved in the House.



Term of Office for a President
Presidents serve four-year terms.

Originally, the Constitution placed no term limit 
on the president.

The 1st president, George Washington, served 
two terms and decided not to run again, which 
served as an example to future presidents.

Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected 4 times.

After his presidency, an amendment was passed 
limiting the president to a maximum of 2 terms or 
10 years- this was the 22nd amendment.  



Salary and Benefits
Presidents receive a salary of about $400,000 
per year.

They also receive money for expenses and 
travel.

The president gets to live and work at the White 
House and has a domestic staff there of more than 
80 people.

The president also has use of Camp David, a 
large estate in Maryland, that serves as a retreat 
and a place to host foreign leaders.



The White House



Salaries: Legislative, Executive, Judicial

President ............................................... $400,000

Vice President........................................ $215,700

Speaker of the House............................. $212,100

House Majority & Minority Leaders ....... $183,500

House / Senate Members & Delegates… $165,200

Chief Justice, Supreme Court .................. $212,100

Associate Justices, Supreme Court .......... $203,000



Salary and Benefits
The President may use a fleet of special 
cars, helicopters, and airplanes.

For long trips, the president may use Air 
Force One.

The president has staff to assist him.

He also has a cabinet of advisors to help 
him. 





Vice President
While the president is the head of the 
Executive Branch, the Vice President is the 
second in command.

He must meet all of the qualifications of the 
president in case he must take over.

The Vice President is elected with the 
president through the Electoral College system.

The Constitution gives this office little power. 



Vice President
Article I of the Constitution makes the Vice 
President the presiding officer over the Senate, but 
he or she usually only appears during a very 
important meeting or to break a tie.

Article II of the Constitution sets up the executive 
branch- the chief duty of the Vice President is to 
assist the president in the executive branch.

If a president dies in office, takes ill, resigns, or is 
removed from office, the Vice President becomes 
president. 



Vice President
The VP has little power 
unless something happens to 
the President.

John Adams, the second 
president and vice president 
to George Washington, 
summed it up nicely by 
saying: “I am Vice President. 
In this I am nothing, but I may 
become everything.”



Presidential Succession

In 1947, Congress passed the Presidential 
Succession Act, which describes the 
succession after the vice president.
If the President and Vice President die or 

leave office, the Speaker of the House is 
next, then the President Pro Tempore, 
then the Secretary of State, and then other 
secretaries of the cabinet departments in 
order of their creation as departments. 



Presidential Succession
Finally, an amendment was added  the 25th

amendment elaborates on that order.
It says that if the president dies or leaves office, 

then the vice president becomes president and 
chooses a new vice president.

Both the Senate and House must approve the 
choice.

The amendment also gives the vice president a 
role in determining whether a president is 
disabled and unable to do the job  in that 
case, the VP would serve as acting president 
until the president could return to work. 


