
The Amendments  
   
1. Three historical time periods for amendments:  
   
a. First twelve between 1791 and 1804  
b. Next three after the Civil War  
c. The rest were twentieth century amendments, reflecting demands for social  

change.  
  
2. The Bill of Rights (First ten amendments providing protection from federal power, is 
an example of "limited government.") The Bill of Rights set out the great constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of expression and belief, of freedom and security of the person, 
and of fair and equal treatment before the law. [A woman's right to vote is NOT a right 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights]   
   
a. The first four dealt with:  
   
1) Speech, press, assembly, petition, and religion (First)  
2) Bearing arms (Second)  
3) No troops quartered in homes (Third)  
4) Forbids unreasonable search and seizures (Fourth)  
  
b. The next four deal with:  
   
1) The rights of the accused, including double jeopardy protection, right to avoid self-
incrimination, and the power of eminent domain. Eminent domain is the power of the 
government to take private property for public use, in exchange for payment of fair 
market value. (Fifth) In 2005, the Supreme Court in Kelo v. City of New London, The 
ruling upheld that Connecticut city's right to seize 15 properties from private owners and 
to transfer the real estate to private developers for hotel, office and conference center 
projects. The Court expanded the definition of "public use" to include "economic 
development". 
2) Rights to speedy trial and lawyer in criminal cases (Sixth)  
3) Jury trial right, even in civil cases (Seventh)  
4) Protections against excessive bail or fines, and cruel and unusual punishment 
(Eighth)  
  
c. The Ninth Amendment says there may be rights other than those listed in the Bill of 
Rights.  
d. The Tenth says that states and people have reserved powers if a power is not given 
to the national government.  
  
3. Eleventh through Twenty-seventh:  
   
a. States can't be sued in federal court by private citizens or foreigners (Eleventh)  



b. Electoral college changed (due to 1800 election), so that each elector must cast 
separate ballots for president and vice president (Twelfth).  
c. Thirteenth through Fifteenth (The Civil War Amendments):  
   
1) Frees the slaves (Thirteenth)  
2) Former slaves are citizens, and states may not "abridge the privileges and immunities 
of citizens," nor "deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law"; nor deny anyone "the equal protection of the law." (Fourteenth)  
3) Race cannot be used to deny people the right to vote (Fifteenth).  
  
d. Sixteenth through Twenty-first:  
   
1) Congress authorized to create a tax on individual incomes (Sixteenth).  
2) Senators to be chosen directly by voters, instead of by state legislatures 
(Seventeenth). Prior to the Seventeenth Amendment, only members of the House of 
Representatives were directly elected by the people. (President elected by the electoral 
college).  
3) Outlaws production, transport and sale of alcoholic beverages (Eighteenth).  With 
repeal of Prohibition, states were permitted to approve sale of alcohol or remain dry 
(Twenty-first).  
4) Women's suffrage or right to vote guaranteed (Nineteenth).  
5) Often called the "lame duck" Amendment, the terms of the president and vice 
president begin on January 20 and the terms of the new Congress on January 3 
(Twentieth).  
  
e. Twenty-second through Twenty-fourth:  
   
1) Limits president to two terms plus two years of an unexpired term of a predecessor, 
for a total of ten years (Twenty-second).  
2) Gives citizens of the District of Columbia the right to vote for president and select 
electors, even though they are not citizens of a state (Twenty-third).  
3) Abolishes a poll tax levied in the states for voting in federal primaries and elections, 
which had been used in five southern states to keep the poor and blacks from voting 
(Twenty-fourth).  
  
f. The Twenty-fifth allows the vice president to temporarily take over the responsibilities 
of the president when the president is mentally or physically disabled. The amendment 
also allows the president to appoint a new vice president if the vice presidency becomes 
vacant, with the approval of the majority of each house of Congress.  
g. The Twenty-sixth gives persons eighteen years old and older the right to vote in all 
elections.  
h. Twenty-seventh says that any Congressional pay raise cannot take effect until the 
next Congress is elected.  
  
 


