
DEPRESSION, 1929-1933 

 
    A. Conditions During the Great Depression  

1. Unemployment: Factories closed. People began peddling apples on the streets for $.05.  
The unemployment rate would reach 25% at the height of the depression.  

2. Deterioration of Health: Malnutrition became common. Soup kitchens and breadlines  
proliferated. Poor diets made people more prone to disease. Tuberculosis, typhoid,  
dysentery, heart and stomach disorders increased.  

3. Housing Conditions: Unable to afford fuel, many lived in unheated housing. Many   
  were evicted. In the cities, Hoovervilles sprang up made out of packing boxes. People    
  began sleeping in the parks. Hoover Blankets were old newspapers that homeless people  
  covered themselves with.  

4. Farmers: Between 1929 and 1933 farm income was cut in half. Farmers produced more  
to try to make up for lower prices. This surplus resulted in still lower prices. It could not   
be exported because foreign demand had shrunk. Farmers were also plagued by drought,  
foreclosures, grasshoppers, and bank failures. Dispossessed tenant farmers and their  
families roamed the South. Okies and Arkies set out for California in the wake of  
drought, dust storms and evictions.  

5. Families: Marriage was postponed. Children were postponed. Divorce declined but  
  desertions rose. Families were forced to spend more time together which increased  
  tension. Fathers unable to support their families felt shame and anger.  

    B. Response to Depression Conditions  
        1. Farmers  

a. Farmers in the Midwest prevented evictions and slowed foreclosures by harassing  
sheriffs, judges, and lawyers. Also, conspiracy to bid low at foreclosure auctions 
enabled land to be given back to original owner.  

            b.   Farmers' Holiday Association: Farmers were encouraged to hold  
                  back products from market until prices rose.  
        2. Unemployed: marched on city halls in Chicago, Los Angeles, and Philadelphia.  
        3. Bonus Expeditionary Force  

a. 1932 Washington D.C.; Congress was considering a bill which would pay a bonus  
early to WWI veterans that had been scheduled for 1945.  

b. 15000 unemployed veterans and their families camped out in the city to show their  
support for the bill.  

c. Hoover opposed the bill. The House passed it but the Senate did not. Hoover called  
      the "BEF" insurrectionists and refused to meet with them. Hoover arranged to pay the  
      return fare for 6000. The rest refused to leave. Two were killed in rioting so the     
      military was called in.  
d. July, 1932 a confrontation occurred between cavalry, tanks, and soldiers led by  
      MacArthur, Eisenhower, and Patton against the BEF who hurled stones and bricks.   

        4. American Communists: organized "unemployment councils" to arouse class  
consciousness and to agitate for jobs and food. March 1930 conducted urban 
demonstrations. Led hunger march on Washington D.C. in 1931. Membership remained 
low.  

        5. Socialists did better than Communists but overall few Americans turned to either but  
  instead looked to local, state, and federal governments for relief.  


