
Jacksonian Era - Part I  

 

I. Era of Good Feelings 

    A. Period following War of 1812 free from partisan battles. Tradition of Secretary of  

State succeeding to the presidency established (Washington--Jefferson;  

Jefferson--Madison; Madison--Monroe; Monroe--J.Q. Adams)  

 

"Era of Good Feelings" moniker somewhat of a misnomer: Acute issues troubled the 

country.  

1. Crystallizing sectionalism (east, west and south)  

2. Tariff issue (east and south opposed; west in favor)  

3. Internal improvements (east and south opposed; west in favor)  

4. Bank of U.S. (BUS) (west and south opposed; eastern bankers in favor)  

5. Sale of public lands (east opposed; west and south in favor)  

6. Republican party enjoying 1-party rule began developing factions eventually leading to  

2nd Party System in the 1830s. 

 

 

II. Election of 1824 "The Corrupt Bargain"  

    A. Candidates: Jackson, Clay, William H. Crawford of GA, and J.Q. Adams of Mass.  

        -- All four rivals were "Republicans"  

    B. Jackson polled the most popular votes but did not have a majority of the electoral  

vote.  

        1. 12th Amendment states House of Reps must choose among first three finishers  

        2. Clay finished 4th but was Speaker of the House and in charge of selection.  

    C. Henry Clay sided with John Quincy Adams  

        1. He hated Jackson, his archrival for leadership in the West  

        2. Like Clay, John Q. Adams was a nationalist and supported Clay’s "American  

System": Bank of the United States (BUS), tariffs, internal improvements 

    D. Early 1825, House of Representatives elected Adams president.  

        1. Largely due to Clay's behind-the-scenes influence  

        2. Jackson with the largest % of the vote lost to second place Adams  

    E. Adams announced Clay as secretary of state a few days later  

    F. Jackson's supporters called the affair the "corrupt bargain" 

 

 

III. President John Quincy Adams  

    A. Ranks as one of the great secretaries of state but one of the least successful  

          Presidents.  

    B. Hated spoils system: only removed twelve public servants from the federal payroll  

        -- Party workers dismayed that Adams did not reward them for their loyalty & support  

    C. Sectionalism increased while the Republican Party fractured: increased hatred of  

          Adams and Clay by Jacksonians 
 


