
Jacksonian Era – Part III  

 
I. Jacksonian Democracy -- politics  

    A. Spoils System  

        1. Spoils system introduced into the federal government on a large numerical scale  

            a. Spoils system: Rewarding political supporters with public office.  

            b. Martin Van Buren was main figure in starting spoils system on nat’l scale  

                -- Engineered a spoils system/political machine in NY "Albany Regency"  

        2. Jackson believed in the ideal of "rotation in office" or "turn about is fair play"  

            a. Civil service had in some ways become corrupt and ineffective  

            b. Goal: Let as many citizens as possible hold office for at least a short time.  

            c. Swiftest road to reform was to remove Adams-Clay appointees with loyal Jacksonians.  

            d. Yet, only 20% of incumbents were removed -- However, set a precedent for "clean  

      sweeps" in later administrations.  

        3. Consequences of the spoils system  

            a. Spoils system begun on a national scale  

            b. Many able citizens discouraged to hold office.  

            c. Competence and merit as ideals of office were subordinated while offices were  

                prostituted to political ends  

            d. Scandal accompanied the new system  

            e. A political machine built around Jackson resulted. 

 

II. Nullification controversy of 1832  

    A. South Carolina still fuming over "Tariff of Abominations" -- 1828  

    B. Tariff of 1832  

        1. Jackson attempted to improve tariff to conciliate the south by lowering the Tariff of 1828.  

            a. Lowered duties to 35% from about 45%, or the 1824 level  

            b. Yet, law still protective; not merely a revenue-based tariff  

            c. Fell far short of meeting all Southern demands  

        2. South Carolina took drastic action by nullifying Tariff of 1832  

            c. Called upon state legislature to make necessary military preparations  

            d. Threatened to secede from the Union if Jackson attempted collection by force.  

        3. Jackson's reaction  

            a. Violently angry in private; threatened to "hang" nullifiers, including Calhoun  

            b. Dispatched modest naval and military reinforcements to SC while preparing sizable army  

    quietly.  

            c. Issued a ringing proclamation against nullification  

            d. Standoff threatened a possible civil war.  

        4. Henry Clay proposed a compromise  

            a. Tariff would be reduced by 10% over eight years.  

            b. Compromise Tariff of 1833 squeezed through Congress  

        5. Force Bill passed by Congress as face-saving device  

            a. Authorized president in the future to use army and navy to collect federal tariffs if  

    necessary.  

            b. Dubbed "Bloody Bill" by South Carolinians.  

    C. Aftermath  

        1. Victory for both sides: Neither Jackson nor the "nullies" clearly triumphed  

        2. Stepping stone to Civil War  

            a. SC gradually abandoned nullification in favor of secession by 1860.  

            b. The tariff crisis was the most compelling reason for the split of Jackson and Calhoun 

 


