
Competition for Control 
 

• The three major European powers in North America struggled for control of the 
continent--against each other and against the Native peoples 

• In the Southeast, Indians made several attempts between 1650 and 1711 to keep British 
settlers from expanding their control further inland 

• In northern areas--New York, New England, and Canada--British and French settlers 
battled for dominance with Indians joining in on one side or another 

o 1689-97--King William's War--English and Dutch settlers in Northeast allied with 
Iroquois to attack French and other Indian tribes in New France (Canada) 

o Most of the suffering in the area fell upon the Iroquois and other native tribes 
(English, Dutch, and French lost 1,300 in almost 10 years of fighting) 

o Iroquois learned lesson--remained neutral, playing two side off against each other 
• French and Spanish settlement of North America reached its peak by 1750 and 

quickly declined afterward 

European Warfare Comes to America 
• Roots of the Seven Years War � French and Indian War in America 

o Struggle for control of continent between France and England  
o English fur traders began to venture into French controlled territory (western 

Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio--known as Ohio country) in 1752 
o French began to build a series of fortifications to protect their fur bearing regions 
o George Washington and Edward Braddock led ill-fated missions in 1754 and 1755 

against the French outposts, both parties beaten badly by French and Indian 
forces 

o Britain declares war in 1756 after learning of Braddock fiasco 
• Fighting of the war 

o From 1757-1760, a combined British-Colonial force fought against the French and 
their native allies 

o During this time, the British led forces captured all the major French outposts 
o By 1763, France, Spain, and Britain signed the treaty of Paris 
o France gave up all claim to its major holdings in North America 
o Spain surrendered claim to Florida 

• Impact of the war in North America 
o France excluded from North America 
o Native American tribes could no longer play the Europeans off against each other 
o To prevent Indian uprisings, Britain issued Proclamation of 1763--no colonists 

past the headwaters of the Appalachian Mountains (Atlantic side) 
o Colonists began to look at their situation in a new light 

� an estimated 1/3 of New England men of military age fought in the war 
alongside the British 

� most did not like what they saw 
� class-separated army 
� harsh discipline 
� refusal to respect agreements made with colonials--such as terms of 

enlistment 
o many of these men began to see British as tyrants 


