
Global Issues Project – HONORS MODERN WORLD HISTORY

This Global Issues project enables you to examine a major modern world issue in depth and to predict 
possible outcomes of the event.

After researching a topic, you will write a short research paper that examines the problem/issue and 
ultimately suggests a realistic way to address the problem.  In addition to the research paper, you will 
use a thematic or historical map that analyzes the issue, and a graph or chart which illuminates 
important information that you are analyzing and presenting. 

Timeline / due dates:
 Topic Selection: Tuesday, 4/21
 First Half (subtopics 1-2) Notes Check: Friday, 5/1
 Second Half (subtopics 3-5) Notes & Draft Bibliography: Monday, 5/11
 Introductory Paragraphs / Thesis: Monday, 5/18
 Map & Chart:  Friday, 5/22
 Final Draft :  Thursday, 5/28

RESEARCH PAPER (150 points) – 3-5 pages not including Works Cited page

Your research paper will have the following specifications:
                                - Typed / 12 pt font
                                - 1 inch margins
                                - Times New Roman
                                - Must be emailed to: kfarshtey@communityschoolnaples.org OR 

        kfarshtey@comcast.net

The research paper has 5 subtopics that must be addressed:

1. An overview of the problem/issue – What is the problem?  Where does it exist?  When 
did it begin?  What people or groups are directly involved? 

2. Different perspectives (views) about the problem – What are the causes of the problem?  
Is it getting better or worse? Does everyone see it as a problem? Historical sources must 
be used to examine the facts and opinions about the problem. 

3. Possible existing solutions – How have experts and others associated with the issue 
suggested fixing the problem? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the different 
interpretations and proposals? Based on the background of this issue, what do you predict 
will happen in the future? 

4. Barriers to existing solutions – What human and environmental / geographical barriers 
stand in the way of fixing the problem? How do maps and charts illustrate these 
problems? Refer directly to the maps and charts you have created. 



5. Ways to address the barriers – Given what you have learned, what do you think would 
be the best solution to the problem?

Finally, the research paper must contain a correctly formatted Works Cited page containing a 
minimum of 5 sources, 3 of which are books / reputable articles.  (15 points)

MAP (20 points)

1. The map must be thematic or historical and should show relevant information about where 
the problem exists, the causes of the problem, or possible solutions.

2. The map must include a title, a key, and an interpretive caption (explaining what the map is 
showing).

3. The source of the map must be accurately recorded.
4. The map should be colorful, artistic, neat, and legible with correct spelling.

GRAPH or CHART (15 points)

1. The graph or chart should show relevant information about the problem (statistics, population 
information, climatic information, etc.)

2.  It must contain accurate information from dependable sources, cited on the graph or chart.
3. It must be mathematically accurate.
4. It must use color and have clear labels, spelled correctly
5. It cannot be a graph or chart copied directly from another source.



GLOBAL ISSUES – Possible Topics

Human Conflicts: Peacekeeping, conflict prevention, terrorism
Digital Divide
Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
Biotechnology Rules
Illegal Drugs
Trade, Investment, and Competition Rules
Intellectual Property Rights
International Labor and Migration rules
Third World Debt
Oil Consumption
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Losses (Extinction)
Global Warming / Climate Change
Genetically Engineered Food
Human Population Growth
Global Infectious Diseases
Women’s Rights
Rights of Indigenous People
Poverty
Famine
Energy Consumption
Deforestation
Human Rights Issues
Pollution
Drinking Water / Water Deficits
Fisheries Depletion
Maritime Safety and Pollution



Some websites to visit: 

http://www.globalissues.org/ Global Issues That Affect Everyone

http://www.who.int/topics/en/ The World Health Organization list of health topics

http://www.un.org/english/ The United Nations website. Also check out the Documents and 
Maps section at the very top of the page to get some good maps.

http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/index.html The National Geographic site for 
maps and lots of information about regions around the world. Also check out the links for People & 
Places and News on the left side of the page for more information on various topics.

https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html The CIA Factbook. Good detailed 
information about every country in the world. Select a country or location.

http://www.epa.gov/ The Environmental Protection Agency. This will be mostly US issues.

http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/ Outline maps. Another source of maps.

http://www.cnn.com/ CNN website. You can search for your topic.

http://msnbc.msn.com/ MSNBC website. You can search for your topic.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ The Washington Post website. You can search for your topic.


