
The People v. Chinggis Khan

Assume that the International Criminal Court has brought Chinggis Khan to trial for crimes against 
humanity – the prosecution is considering a case built on the following charges:

* Mass murder
* Intentional destruction of property
* Blackmail and/or extortion
* Germ warfare
* Forced relocation

Criticized as a butcher of millions but loved by many as a unifying and brilliant leader, Chinggis
Khan will meet his fate in our classroom. His life rests in your hands, choose your role and actions 
wisely.

NOTE: It is certainly appropriate to consider both the standards of the time, as well as any mitigating 
circumstances in deciding whether "guilt" should be placed on Chinggis.

The Defendant - Chinggis Khan

3-Judge Panel

Defense team (2 lawyers, 2 witnesses)           Prosecution Team (2 lawyers, 3 witnesses)

TRIAL ASSIGNMENTS

As Chingghis Khan, you must:
1. Work with your defense lawyers to prove that you are one of the greatest leaders and men in 

history.
2. Prepare the questions / answers of your direct examination by the defense.
3. Anticipate / prepare for the cross-examination from the prosecution.
4. Write and deliver your own 1-page closing statement.

As the tribunal of Judges, you must:
1. Develop a list of rules for the proceeding and the order of the trial – this should be shared and 

agreed to by the lawyers representing BOTH the prosecution and the defense.
2. Write a 1-page statement showing that Genghis can be considered one of most important men 

in history AND a 1-page statement showing how Chinggis Khan is one of the worst monsters 
in history. As a judge, you have to prove that you are not taking sides!

3. You will be graded on your ability to run the trial, so make sure your rules cover everything, 
and that you know exactly the order in which the trial will run.

4. Take notes during the trial about testimony / arguments that convince you one way or another 
about Chinggis Khan’s guilt or innocence.

5. Briefly explain in writing why you come to your verdict at the end of the trial.



As the lawyers for the prosecution, you must:
1. Decide the precise charges that you will bring against the defendant. These must be shared 

with the judges and the defense lawyers in a timely fashion.
2. Work with your witnesses to develop a minimum of TEN questions and answers for EACH 

witness.
3. Come up with cross-examine questions for the defense during the trial
4. Write a 1-page opening statement AND a 1-page closing statement.

As a witness for the prosecution, you must:
1. Decide which character you want to play so that you can be an effective witness to help prove 

the case against the defendant.
2. Write the 1-page “Trial Statement”  see p. 3 for detailed instructions.
3. Work with your lawyer to develop a minimum of TEN questions and answers for direct 

examination.
4. You will be graded on your performance in the trial, so you need to practice with your witness 

lawyer. You may also be cross-examined by the defense, but you won’t know these questions 
ahead of time.

As the lawyers for the defense, you must:
1. Work with the defendant to develop a minimum of TEN questions and answers that prove his 

innocence / that he is a great man in history.
2. Work with your witnesses to develop a minimum of TEN questions and answers for EACH 

witness.
3. Come up with cross-examine questions for the prosecution during the trial
4. Write a 1-page opening statement AND a 1-page closing statement.

As a witness for the defense, you must:
1. Decide which character you want to play so that you can be an effective witness to help prove 

the case for the defendant.
2. Write the 1-page “Trial Statement”  see p. 3 for detailed instructions.
3. Work with your lawyer to develop a minimum of TEN questions and answers for direct 

examination.
4. You will be graded on your performance in the trial, so you need to practice with your witness 

lawyer. You may also be cross-examined by the prosecution, but you won’t know these 
questions ahead of time.

A couple interesting websites to start your research:

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/mongols/
http://mongolempire.4t.com/r_quotes.htm



Chinggis Khan Trial Statement

Directions: 
 Write a 1-page statement describing the character you are playing and the point of view you 

have about Chinggis Khan.
 As you write your statement, you must use historical facts to create a real, believable account 

that explains what happened to you to help you reach your conclusions about the defendant.
 Your character may be an actual individual OR a composite character that represents the 

experiences / opinions of a group. 

Here are some important items to include in your statement: 

Part I: Who are you? 

NAME of your character
BIRTH: give the date and location
RACE / ETHNICITY / COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

APPEARANCE: How does this person look? Dress? Act?

EARLY INFLUENCES: you can include parents, friends, enemies

JOBS or TRADE

Part II: What did Chinggis Khan do to you?

RELATIONSHIP TO CHINGGIS KHAN: How did you come into contact with Chinggis Khan?

CHINGGIS KHAN’S EFFECT ON YOUR LIFE: This is where you explain what happened to 
you that shaped your opinion of whether Chinggis Khan was good or evil.

Part III: How should Chinggis Khan be remembered?


