
The 2010 AP U. S. History test will be given on Friday, May 7th.

The test is given at the school. The same test is given nationally and all U. S. History students 
take it on the same day unless there are extenuating circumstances. Please plan on being 
in the assigned testing room at 7:30 am. The test itself begins at 8:00 am on test day. The 
entire test takes 3 hours and 5 minutes.

Passing the AP test could give you between 6 and 8 semester hours of college credit.

Part 1: Multiple Choice Section (50% of the 
final score)

Part 2: Writing Section (50% of the final 
score)

 55 minutes in length
 80 multiple choice questions 

covering everything from the period 
of first European exploration through 
the present:

o 16 questions (20%) will come 
from before 1789 

o 36 questions (45%) will come 
from the time between 1790 
and 1914 and 

o 28 questions (35%) will come 
from the time 1915 to the 
present 

 There is a penalty of .25 of a point 
for answering a question 
incorrectly. If you leave a question 
blank, you receive a 0; if you answer 
a question incorrectly, you receive 
-.25. 
This does NOT mean that it's better 
to leave something blank. The best 
strategy is to narrow the option 
down, then make an informed 
guess.

 In order to score a "3" on this section, 
or to pass this section, you must 
have 48 points (60%). Remember, 
this is the score after the guessing 
penalty is subtracted from the 
number you got correct. 

A: Document-based question (DBQ)
 The DBQ counts 45% of this last half 

of the test.
 60 minutes in total length. You will 

have 15 minutes to read the 
documents, underline relevant 
material and make a few notes, 
and 45 minutes to write the essay.

 This essay is scored on a 9-point 
scale or rubric where 9 is the highest 
and 1 is the lowest. 

B: Free response essay
 These two short essays count 55% of 

this last half of the test.
 You will have 70 minutes for these 

two essays: five minutes each to 
choose a question from four 
options* and sketch a quick outline, 
and 30 minutes each to write the 
essays.

 These essays are also scored on a   
9-point scale with 9 being highest 
and 1 being the lowest score. 



HERE ARE SOME OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

THE MULTIPLE CHOICE PORTION
 14 Questions  1607-1789 (European exploration - Washington's first term)
 40 Questions  1790-1914 (Washington's first term - U.S. entering World War I)
 26 Questions  1915-Present 

TOPICALLY:
 Political Institutions/Behavior (politics, government and laws) : 28 
 Social Change (social movements): 28 
 Diplomacy/ International Relations (wars, treaties, international affairs): 12 
 Economic Development (economic history and technology): 8 
 Cultural/ Intellectual (art, literature, and culture): 4 

FREE RESPONSE ESSAYS ARE JUDGED ON:
 Strength of the Thesis Developed 
 Evidence offered in support 
 Quality of historical argument 

DBQs ARE JUDGED ON:
 The same things as the FR Essays 
 Ability to analyze and synthesize historical data and primary evidence 

Once you reach the testing room:
Pace yourself
With knowledge of the test's structure, make note of the test's start time and set goals for yourself. Be 
sure to keep up a brisk pace during the multiple choice test, and remember not to rush through your 
writing section. Keep track of when you need to finish each stage of the test.

Read the question carefully
Good news: there is no tip jar for the AP exam. Bad news: if you misread the question you lose out on 
points. Keep an eye out for phrases like "all of the following except" or "which was not". Be sure you 
know what you answering before you make your choice. This, of course, is even more important for 
the essay questions. Read it three times and break it down before you start planning.

Keep track of your answer document – Especially if you skip questions
Make sure you mark all of your answers in the correct space. Also, do us all a favor: don't worry 
about patterns on the answer document. AP students tend to have a stroke if they see three of the 
same answers in a row. On AP exam day, let's rely more on our knowledge of history and less on 
exam tricks, shall we? 

A few words on guessing...
You know the drill: every time you give an incorrect answer, they will deduct one-fourth of a point 
from your score. This is done to prevent you from randomly guessing answers. That said, it is always a 
good idea to give it a try if you can eliminate an answer or two. After all, if you guess five times and 
get one of them right, you break even; get two right, and you get ahead. Rule of thumb: skip a 
question only if you have ABSOLUTELY NO EARTHLY IDEA WHAT THE QUESTION IS TALKING ABOUT.
By the way, please don't tell me how many times you had to guess or how many times you had no 
clue. It will only serve to make me bitter.

Go back and check your answers after you finish


