
Declarations of Independence and the Rights of Man 1776/1789

DECLARATION OF INDEPEN-
DENCE (July 4, 1776)

What it was: Statement in which the 13
British colonies in America declared their
independence from British rule. It stated
that all people have certain natural rights,
including a right to a democratic govern-
ment, and accused the British government
of abusing those rights.

Background: The Declaration came after
years of protest against British rule. The
protest developed into a revolutionary
struggle and resulted in the establishment
of the United States. 

Events:
Jun 7, 1776 Richard Henry Lee puts for-
ward a verbal declaration of
independence. A committee is appointed
to draft and finalize a written declaration;
the committee includes Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, John
Adams, and Robert R Livingston.
Jul 4, 1776 Declaration adopted by the
Continental Congress.

. . . all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and 
the pursuit of Happiness.

. . . Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of 
the governed . . .

Governments are instituted . . . to
secure these rights [Life, Liberty, and
the pursuit of Happiness] . . .

That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive . . .
it is the Right of the People to alter or
to abolish it, and to institute new
Government . . . to effect their Safety
and Happiness. 

. . . And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of Divine Providence,
we mutually pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes, and our
sacred Honor.

DECLARATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF THE
CITIZEN (August 26, 1789)

What it was: Revolutionary manifesto
listing a number of rights held to be
common to all people and inalienable
(inherent and nontransferable). Included
the right to democratic government.

Background: The Declaration was drawn
up during the French Revolution
(1789–1795) when democratic ideals were
being introduced to France. It reflected the
nation’s dissatisfaction with the all-
powerful French kings. The content of the
Declaration was influenced by the
American Declaration of Independence.

Events:
Aug 26, 1789 Declaration, written by
revolutionaries including Abbé Emmanuel
Sieyès and the Marquis de Lafayette,
adopted by the National Assembly 
of France. 
Sep 1791 Declaration incorporated into
the new French constitution.

Men are born, and always continue,
free and equal in respect of their
rights . . . and these rights are liberty,
property, security, and resistance 
of oppression.

The nation is essentially the source
of all sovereignty; nor can any
individual, or any body of men, be
entitled to any authority which is not
expressly derived from it . . . The law
is an expression of the will of the
community. All citizens have a right to
concur, either personally or by their
representatives, in its formation.

The end of all political associations,
is the preservation of the natural and
imprescriptible rights of man [liberty,
property, security, and resistance of
oppression].

“Resistance of oppression” is stated
as a basic human right.

. . . in the presence of the Supreme
Being, and with the hope of his
blessing and favor, the following
sacred rights of men and of citizens.
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