
African Culture / Economy / Society

 African culture struggled with the question of identity. African writers glorified African 
traditions while expressing disillusionment with the actions of African leaders. African artists 
preserved the legacy of older stylistic conventions.

 In religion, Africa experienced the rapid spread of Islam as well as Catholic and Protestant 
Christianity while frequently syncretizing the new religion with older traditions.

 The spread of Western ways caused disruption to African culture. 
 Commercial pressure with its emphasis on cash crops resulted in the decline of subsistence 

food production and left the continent vulnerable to drought conditions and widespread 
famine. Despite the government’s encouragement of manufactures, few Africans experienced 
rapid growth in the industrial sector. 

 Population growth and urbanization disrupted family ties. 
 The African plight has been made worse by the spread of AIDS.
 Africa remained the poorest continent that has not reaped the benefits from modernization 

that had been hoped for at independence.

Developing economies of Africa
 Africa has 10 percent of world's population but less than 1 percent of industrial output
 Rich in minerals, raw materials, agricultural resources
 Lacking in capital, technology, foreign markets, and managerial class
 Rapid population growth compounds problems

The Population Bomb - one of the most important barriers to economic advance 
 Importation of New World food crops had fueled growth, and colonial rule reinforced the 

trends by combating local war and disease. Modern transportation systems helped to check 
famine.  The policies of the colonizers that limited industrial development meant a lack of 
employment opportunities and ability to produce necessities for rising populations.  

 Most African (and Asian) nations have been slow to develop birth control programs in their 
male-dominated societies. Procreation demonstrates male virility, while the wish for male 
children is critical to female social standing. In Africa some societies regard children as vital 
additions to lineage networks.  

 High mortality rates formerly had encouraged families to have many children, a factor 
persisting when rates declined. 

 Many African (and Asian) nations have recognized the dangers to their societies and now are 
running family planning programs.

Parasitic Cities and Endangered Ecosystems
 Population growth contributed to massive migration to urban areas. Most cities lacked 

expanding industrial sectors able to utilize the arrivals.  
 The resulting urban underclass became a volatile factor in postindependence political 

struggles and forced governments to expend valuable resources to keep food and other 
staples available and cheap.  

 The cities spread without planning and developed vast slums. Some nations concluded that 
only slums could provide necessary housing and thus supplied them with electrical and 
sanitary systems. The result is the creation of parasitic, not productive, cities that diminish 
national resources by drawing supplies from already impoverished rural regions.  

 The demands upon the latter have caused soil depletion and deforestation that upset fragile 
tropical ecosystems. Industrial pollution heightens the problem.



Women's Subordination and the Nature of Feminist Struggles in the Postcolonial Era
 The constitutions of the new nations promised women, who had played an active role in 

independence struggles, legal, educational, and occupational equality.  
 Postindependence reality was different as males continued to dominate political life in African 

(and Asian) countries. The few important female heads of state, such as Indira Gandhi, 
initially won support because of connections to powerful males.  

 Obstacles to self-fulfillment and even survival are much greater than in democratic or 
communist societies:  

- Early marriages force spending youthful and middle-age years in caring for children at 
- Poor sanitation, lack of food, and male-centric customs endanger the lives of women 
- Where legal rights exist, the lack of education and resources often block women's 
- The spread of religious fundamentalism usually suppresses women's opportunities and 

Neocolonialism, Cold War Rivalries, and Stunted Development
 The plans of the leaders of new nations for industrial development were failures. They had a 

very limited industrial base to begin with, and had little capital to stimulate progress. State 
revenues went to internal government needs. 

 Necessary foreign exchange came from the export of cash crops and minerals. But prices of 
primary products have fluctuated widely, and declined in relation to the prices of 
manufactured goods, since World War II.  

 The gains achieved by nations producing oil were temporary. 
 Many African (and Asian) leaders have blamed the legacy of colonialism for their economic 

problems. Neocolonialism certainly contributes to their difficulties, but it is not alone.  
 New nations often have fallen to corrupt elites that rule at the expense of the mass of the 

population.  
 African nations have sought aid from international organizations or industrial nations, but the 

price can be high in economic and political concessions. When the requirement for aid was a 
removal of state subsidies for food and other staple goods, regimes faced unrest or collapse.

The Postcolonial Experience in Historical Perspective
 Most of the recently independent new nations attained independence with a multitude of 

problems from their colonial past waiting for solution.  
 Their subsequent experiences, mirror the problems occurring in other nations, such as the 

United States, that gained independence earlier. Their experiences in social and economic 
matters mirror the European and North American past.  

 Continual struggle, with approaches formed by a blending of indigenous and Western 
patterns, is necessary for the new nations to secure a satisfactory place in a world 
dominated by established industrial powers.


