
Causes of the American Revolution 1765–1783

BRITISH

Main purpose of the colonies is to
serve business interests of British
merchants and manufacturers and to
provide Britain with raw materials.
Colonial governors, appointed by the
British monarch, have the right to
overturn decisions of the elected
American colonial assemblies.

British Parliament has the same right
to tax American colonists as it has to
tax British citizens. Colonists should
pay toward cost of stationing British
troops in the colonies to defend them
from French aggression.

Customs taxes should be retained as
a mark of the supremacy of British
Parliament and a demonstration of its
right to tax the colonies.

Violent demonstrations are unjustified,
but soldiers should not have fired on
crowds and must be tried for murder.

Those who took part should be
punished as petty criminals.

AMERICAN COLONISTS

Colonies are independent of Britain.
British mercantile laws (regulating
colonial trade) hamper development
of the colonies’ own industries. The
decisions of elected colonial
assemblies should not be subject to
the authority of colonial governors
appointed by the Crown.

Tax unjust. British Parliament has no
right to tax colonists since colonists
have no representatives in British
parliament. Only the colonists’ elected
representatives should have the right
to impose taxes in the colonies.

“No taxation without representation.”
Some colonists refuse to drink tea,
calling it “the beverage of traitors.” 

Characteristically brutal attempt by
British military to put down a protest
by American citizens.

A victory for liberty, and a symbolic
demonstration against British
oppression.

CONFLICTING VIEWS

Until the mid-18th century, successive British governments had taken only occasional interest in their American
possessions. During these years of neglect, the American colonial assemblies had gradually attempted to assume
power. In the early 1760s, the British government’s renewed interest in the American colonies as an economic resource
was seen by many colonists as a threat to their liberties. This conflict of interests was heightened by British attempts to
raise taxation, and eventually led to the American Revolution.
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The Stamp Act
1765 

(tax on
newspapers and

documents in
colonies)

The Townshend
Acts 1767

(tax on imports to
colonies,

including tea)

Boston
Massacre 1770
(riots in Boston;

British guards kill
several colonists) 

Boston Tea
Party 1773

(protest
destruction of tea
from British ships)


