
Japan and the Pacific Rim in the Twentieth Century

OVERVIEW
1. Return of Stability to Japan  At the end of World War II, the United States 
   forced Japan to adopt a liberal constitution, universal suffrage, and 
   limitations on its military activities.
2. Japan, Incorporated
   a. Japan selectively adopted Western technologies while maintaining 
      distinctive cultural traits.    
   b. Japanese politics merged democratic forms with traditional elite ties. 
   c. Business interests accepted government economic planning in promoting 
      economic development. Business/government cooperation supplemented the 
      corporate combines, called zaibatsu, to reduce competition within Japan. 
   d. The Japanese also cultivated worker loyalty and diligence by emphasizing 
      group loyalty.
3. The Coastal Countries of East and Southeast Asia: The Pacific Rim  Beginning       
in the 1950s, the countries of the Pacific Rim have followed the Japanese 
   model of government/business cooperation and worker loyalty to develop their 
   economies.
4. Conclusion: East Asia and the World  As Communism spread to China, Japan 
   became more democratic and a leading economic power. These patterns have been 
   followed by other East Asian countries.

1. Japanese Recovery.  
   A. The American occupation, ending in 1952, altered Japan's political forms.            
The military was disbanded and democratization measures introduced.  
      1) Women received the right to vote, unions were encouraged, and Shintoism 
        was abolished as state religion.  

1) Landed estates were divided among small farmers and zaibatsu holdings 
   temporarily dissolved.  
2) A new constitution established the parliament as the supreme governing 
   body, guaranteed civil liberties, abolished the "war potential" of the 
   military, and reduced the emperor to a symbolic figurehead.  
3) The Japanese modified the constitution in 1963 to include social service 
   obligations to the elderly, a recognition of traditional values.  

   B. Most Japanese accepted the new system, especially the reduction of the role 
   of the military. Defense responsibility for the region was left to the U.S.  
C. The educational system became one of the most meritocratic in the world.

2. Korea: Intervention and War.  
A. Cold war tensions kept Korea divided into Russian and American zones.  

1) The north became a Stalinist-type communist state ruled by Kim Il-Sung.  
2) The south, under Syngman Rhee, developed parliamentary institutions 
   under strongly authoritarian leadership.  

B. North Korea became an isolated, dictatorial state. South Korea, under 
   authoritarian military officers, allied to the United States. The South 
   Korean economy flourished.

3. Emerging Stability in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore.  
   A. When the Kuomintang regime was defeated in China by the communists it fell 
      back on Taiwan.  

1) The Chinese imposed authoritarian rule over the majority Taiwanese.  
2) The United States supported Taiwan against China until tensions lessened in 

the 1960s.  By then Taiwan had achieved growing economic prosperity.
   B. Hong Kong remained a British colony until returned to Chinese control in 
      1997. Its peoples gained increasing autonomy from British rule.  
   C. Singapore won independence as a free port in 1959.  

C. By the end of the 1950s there was stability among many smaller east Asian 
states; from the 1960s they blended Western and traditional ideas to achieve 
impressive economic gains.



4. Japan, Incorporated.  economic success did not require strictly following 
                            Western models.
   A. Distinctive Political and Cultural Style.  
      1) Japan's distinctive political approach featured close cooperation 
         between state and business interests.  
      2) Population growth slowed as the government supported birth control and 
         abortion. 

3) Most elements of traditional culture persisted in the new Japan. 
   B. The Economic Surge  By 1980s, one of the 2 or 3 economic world powers.     
      1. The surge was made possible by government encouragement, educational 
         expansion, and negligible military expenditures.  
         a) Workers organized in company unions that stressed labor-management 
            cooperation.  
         b) Company policies provided important benefits to employees, including 
            lifetime employment.  
         c) The labor force appeared to be less class-conscious and 
            individualistic than in the West.  
         d) Management demonstrated group consciousness and followed a collective 
            decision-making process that sacrificed quick personal profits.
         e) Reinvested profits in capital / technology-intensive production       
      2. Leisure life was very limited by Western standards.  
      3. Family life also showed Japanese distinctiveness.  
         a) Women's status, despite increased education and birthrate decline, 
            remained subject to traditional influences 
            1) Feminism was a minor force.  

2) concentrated on household tasks and child rearing, and did not 
               share many leisure activities with husbands.  
         b) In child rearing, conformity to group standards was emphasized and 
            shame was directed at nonconformists.  
      4. Group tensions were settled through mutual agreement, and individual 
         alienation appeared lower than in the West.  
      5. Competitive situations produced stress that could be relieved by heavy 
         drinking and recourse to geisha houses.  
      6. Popular culture incorporated foreign elements, such as baseball  Many 
         conservatives worried about the loss of traditions.  
      7. Pollution became a major problem and the government gave the environment 
         more attention after 1970.  
      8. Political corruption led to the replacement of the Liberal Democrats 
         during the 1990s by unstable coalition governments.  
      9. Severe economic recession and unemployment disrupted former patterns.

5. The Pacific Rim: New Japans? (“The Little Tigers”)  authoritarian rule    
    under parliamentary forms / economic planning and technical education / 
    economies flourished until the end of the 1990s.
    A. The Korean Miracle.  
       1) The South Korean government normally rested in the hands of the 
          military  pressured from power at the end of the 1980s and was 
          succeeded by an elected conservative government. Limited political 
          activity and press freedom was allowed.  
       2) From the mid-1950s primary attention went to economic growth.  
          a) Huge firms were created by government aid joined to private 
             entrepreneurship.  
          b) exported a variety of consumer goods, plus steel and textiles.  
          c) The industrial groups resembled Japanese zaibatsus and had great 
             political influence.  
       3) As Korea industrialized, population soared to produce the highest 
          national world population density.  
       4) Per capita income advanced, but was still far behind Japan's.



6. Common Themes in the Pacific Rim  more in common than economic success:     
    A. stressed group loyalty over individualism, emphasized hard work, and 
       limited consumer demands. Confucian morality played a part in the process.  
    B. All relied on government planning and limits on dissent.  
    C. Pacific Rim dynamism influenced other regions of southeast Asia  by the 
       1980s Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia experienced rapid economic growth.       
D. But the closing years of the 20th century showed weaknesses in the region 
       as growth lessened, currencies declined, and unemployment rose  economic   
       distress brought political difficulties. 
    E. Many Westerners thought that the nations had to adopt a Western industrial 
       model.  

7. Pacific Rim as Exception or Model - The rise of the Pacific Rim was based 
    upon several factors:  

A.They shared a Confucian cultural and political heritage.  
B. Interaction with the West, especially Britain and the United States, provided 

access to its political, technological, and cultural development.  
C. Japan and the other nations were subject to 20th-century events that forced 

innovative reactions.  
D. Chinese and Vietnamese experiments with new economic forms. 

8. Ways in which the development of the Pacific Rim continues the traditions of 
   Asian (primarily Chinese) civilization: 
 emphasis on group solidarity and cooperation rather than competition 
 the concept that rulers must act to benefit all 
 an emphasis on central control leading to central planning and authoritarianism 
 a sense of cultural superiority over the West 
 a retention of aspects of traditional culture (poetry, theater, art)

9. Ways in which the Pacific Rim departs from that past: 
 the mistrust of commercial classes replaced by the growth of corporate 

businessmen as social leaders 
 growing acceptance of aspects of Western culture 
 more complete entry into the world trade system.


