
COMMUNISM AND FASCISM 
A COMPARISON OF TOTALITARIAN IDEOLOGIES

COMMUNISM FASCISM 
De-emphasizes nationality and 

promotes a sense of internationalism 
in its classless society of the world’s 

workers 

Emphasizes nationalistic differences as 
more important than class identification 

Promotes the nation’s nationality as 
superior to all other nationalities 

Calls for international revolution and 
the overthrow of all national 

governments to install its system 

Is extremely nationalistic and militaristic 
in the defense of the national 

government 
Often favors the military conquest of 
other nations since it believes itself 

superior to other nations   
Uses extreme governmental control of 
all aspects of life to install its system 

Uses extreme governmental control of 
all aspects of life to install its system 

Promises a classless society with no 
class distinctions according to wealth; 

no private property 

Based on a capitalist economy 
protecting wealth and private property 
but ultimately controlling its use in the 

name of the nation 
Appeals most strongly to the lower 

and working classes, especially people 
without property 

Appeals most strongly to the upper and 
middle (the property-owning) classes 

who fear a leftist revolution that 
threatens to take away their wealth and 

property 
Finds individualism destructive to its 

means. 
It fears individualism as promoted by 
capitalism because capitalism allows 

the individual pursuit of wealth 

Finds individualism destructive to its 
means. 

It fears individualism as promoted by 
democracy because democracy allows 
individual rights and accomplishments 

Justifies its extreme methods of 
controlling individuals because 
capitalism seeks to destroy it 

Justifies its extreme methods of 
controlling individuals because 
communism seeks to destroy it 

Promises the eventual abolition of 
governmental control and of 

government itself. 
Government is not necessary because 

the cause of disorder (economic 
classes) has been removed 

Intends for governmental control to be 
permanent. 

It believes that strong governmental 
control is necessary to keep the order 
that brings the progress of the state 

 Is violently anti-fascist  Is violently anti-communist 


