
Global problems - The Overcrowding Scenario

 During the 1960s and 1970s there were predications of a "population bomb" that would 
outstrip the world's available resources and cause disaster.  

 Concern had lessened by the 1990s as growth rates have slowed. Some experts argued that 
growth often spurs human innovation.  

 A variant on the population bomb approach was an argument that earthly frontiers for 
expansion had been exhausted. The resulting frictions, they thought, were destined to cause 
trouble.

I. Population pressures and environmental degradation
    A. Dramatic population increases in twentieth century
        1. Population increased from 500 million in 1650 to 2.5 billion in 1950
        2. Asia and Africa experienced population explosion after WW II
        3. 5.5 billion people in 1994; perhaps 11.6 billion people in 2200
        4. So far, food production has kept pace with population growth
        5. Fertility rates have been falling for past twenty years
    B. Environmental impact
        1. Urbanization and agricultural expansion threaten biodiversity
        2. Gas emissions, coal burning contribute to global warming
        3. In 1997 at Kyoto, 159 states met to cut carbon dioxide emissions
    C. Population control: a highly politicized issue
        1. Some developing nations charge racism when urged to limit population
        2. UN agencies have aided many countries with family-planning programs
        3. China's one-child policy has significantly reduced growth rate
        4. Other cultures still favor larger families - for example, India

II. Migration
    A. Internal migration: tremendous flow from rural to urban settings
        1. Part of process of industrialization; in western societies 75% of population is urban
        2. Urbanization  a difficult transition for rural people
        3. Crowded in slums at the edge of cities; strain urban services
    2. External migration: fleeing war, persecution, seeking opportunities
        1. Thirteen million "guest workers" migrated to western Europe since 1960
        2. Ten million migrants (mostly Mexican) migrated to United States since 1960
        3. In oil-producing countries, foreigners make up half of working population
        4. About 130 million people currently live outside their countries of citizenship
    3. Migrant communities within host societies
        1. Migrants enrich societies in many ways, but also spark hostility and conflict
        2. Fears that migrants will undermine national identity, compete for jobs
        3. Anti-immigrant movements (xenophobia) lead to violence and racial tension

III. Economic inequities and labor servitude
    A. Causes of poverty
        1. Inequities in resources and income separate rich and poor societies
        2. Attendant problems: malnutrition, environmental degradation
        3. Legacy of colonialism: economic dependence
    B. Labor servitude increasing
        1. Slavery abolished worldwide by 1960s
        2. Millions still forced into bonded labor
        3. Child-labor servitude common in south and southeast Asia
    C. Trafficking of persons across international boundaries widespread
        1. Victims, mostly girls and women, lured with promises of work



IV. Global diseases
    A. Many epidemics now under control
        1. Last major pandemic (1918-1919): flu epidemic that killed twenty to forty million
        2. Smallpox and diphtheria eradicated
    B. HIV/AIDS identified in 1981 in San Francisco
        1. In 2000, 36.1 million people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide, 21.8 million in Africa
        2. Kills adults in prime; many children in Africa orphaned
        3. Threatens social and economic basis of African societies
        4. Many cannot afford treatment

V. Global terrorism
    A. The weapon of those out of power, of anti-colonial and revolutionary movements
    B. Difficult to define terrorism
        1. Deliberate violence against civilians to advance political or ideological cause
        2. Rarely successful; often discredits potentially worthy causes
    C. September 11,  2001 focused international attention on terrorism
        1. Coordinated attack on World Trade Tower and Pentagon
        2. Source identified as Islamic militant Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda network
        3. Angered by U.S. presence in Saudi Arabia; proclaimed jihad, holy war
    D. Islamic State of Afghanistan was established 1996 by Taliban
        1. Imposed strict Islamic law: regulated dress, entertainment, media
        2. Women barred from education, work, health services
        3. November 2001, U.S. forces invaded Afghanistan, drove out Taliban, al-Qaeda

VI. Coping with global problems: international organizations
    A. Many global problems cannot be solved by national governments
    B. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
        1. Red Cross, an international humanitarian agency, founded 1964
        2. Greenpeace, an environmental organization, founded in 1970 
    C. The United Nations, founded 1945 "to maintain international peace and security"
        1. Not successful at preventing wars - for example, Iran-Iraq war
        2. Cannot legislate, but has influence in international community
        3. More successful in health and educational goals: eradication of smallpox, decrease in 
            child mortality, increase in female literacy
    D. Human rights: an ancient concept, gaining wider acceptance
        1. Nuremberg Trials of Nazis established concept of "crimes against humanity"
        2. UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights: forbids slavery, torture, discrimination
        3. NGOs such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch


