
Some Definitions of Globalization

“Globalization refers to all those processes by which the peoples of the world are incorporated into a 
single world society, global society”
“Globalization can be defined as the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant 
localities in such a way that local happening are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice 
versa”
“Globalization is a historical process, the result of human innovation and technological progress. It 
refers to the increasing integration of economies around the world, particularly through trade and 
financial flows. The term sometimes also refers to the movement of people (labor) and knowledge 
(technology) across international borders. There are also broader cultural, political and environmental
dimensions of globalization”
“… characteristics of globalization trend include the internationalizing of production, the new 
international division of labor, new migratory movements from South to North, the new competitive 
environment that accelerates these processes, and the internationalizing of the state …making states 
into agencies of the globalizing world”
“Globalization refers to the processes whereby social relations acquire relatively distance-less and 
borderless qualities, so that human lives are increasingly played out in the world as a single place”
“Globalization is what we the Third World have for several centuries called colonization.”

DIMENSIONS OF GLOBALIZATION

Each of the social sciences looks at a special aspect of the whole system of interdependent parts that 
constitutes our world system -- it's like viewers of a great house or city who find a window of 
opportunity and peer through it. What they see is quite real, but only part of the whole. 

Each discipline constructs a concept of globalization that reflects its special point of view:  

 Economics: globalization = trade, money, corporations, banking, capital 

 Political science: globalization = governance, war, peace, IGOs, NGOs, regimes 

 Sociology: globalization = communities, conflict, classes, nations, agreements

 Psychology: globalization = individuals as subjects and objects of global action 

 Anthropology: globalization = cultures overlapping, adapting, clashing, merging 

 Communications: globalization = information as knowledge and tools -- INTERNET 

 Geography: globalization = everything, provided it can be anchored in space 

What are the consequences of, the ramifications of 
Globalization?



Opposition to Globalization

The global domination of capitalism is a historic process, i.e. it was constructed and is not 
natural or inevitable.  Globalization does not favor everyone.  It breeds resentment and 
opposition.

I. Globalization and Americanization
As the worlds largest economic military and political power, the United States is 
simultaneously envied, imitated and despised.
a. With 4% of the world’s population, the United States consumes 30% of its 

energy.
b. For much of the world’s people, globalization is synonymous with 

Americanization.
c. The Jihad vs. McWorld metaphor

i. Fashion, music, food and consumption
ii. Entertainment: American movies are watched everywhere by 

everyone.
iii. Media: United States based transnational corporations dominate

television networks, radio stations, newspapers and magazines.
iv. Globalization is a one-way flow of culture, from the United States 

outward.
v. Western culture appeals particularly to the young

1. McWorld is youth oriented, infantilizes everyone; boundaries 
between children and adults are constantly eroding.

2. Seduces the young with fun
3. American culture is associated with power, status, hope and 

sex.
4. A culture shock for the elderly: globalization creates a 

generation gap.
5. The greatest battleground between global capital and its 

opponents is the minds of the youth.

II. Peaceful opposition to globalization
a. European disgust with Americanism - critiques:

i. Obsession with money, status, commodities, neglect of tradition and 
leisure.

ii. Exaggerated individualism leads to a decayed sense of community.
1. Lack of empathy for the poor
2. Shredded safety nets
3. High poverty rates
4. Tolerance of inequality

iii. Excessive religiosity
iv. Simplistic anti-intellectualism
v. Love of violence

b. French resistance to Americanization: Language, television, Eurodisney, 
McDonalds

c. Resentment of United States foreign policy
i. Support for dictatorships, military interventions
ii. Widely perceived as an arrogant bully
iii. Opposition to the WTO, IMF and G-8; sweatshops and third world debt

d. Argument: globalization is used by a small group of corporations, primarily in 
the United States.



III. Violent Opposition: Jihad
Much of the world economy has trouble with modernity.  Global capitalism has 
lead to the annihilation of many local cultures world wide.
a. Television, mass media and movies
b. Rising expectations for Western lifestyles, relative deprivation
c. Opposition to globalization is often rooted in the demographic upheaval, 

poverty, rural to urban migration and resulting breakdowns in traditional 
support systems.

d. Opponents find social basis in those excluded from the global economy, which 
pay cost but don’t enjoy the benefits.

e. For those rooted in tradition, globalization is morally offensive.
f. Traditional forms of identity focus on collective existence: honor, self 

sacrifice, family, dignity and god (i.e., life outside of the market)
g. The more that globalization has disrupted local value systems around the 

world, the greater has been the backlash against it.
h. Where as McWorld is secularized, Jihad often has a religious 

orientation.

IV. Religious fundamentalism around the world
a. United States: Rise of the Christian Right 

i. Many religious activists are anti-globalizers
1. e.g. Pat Buchanan and opposition to NAFTA
2. Militia movements

b. India: Fundamentalist Hinduism
i. Attacks on Muslims
ii. Revival of suttee (ritual burning of widows)
iii. Nuclear weapons

c. Israel: Fundamentalist Judaism
i. Likud Party (right wing and militant)
ii. 1996 assassination of Prime Minister Rabin

d. Islam
i. Muslim societies range from relatively secular (e.g. Turkey, Syria, 

Iraq) to theocracies (Iran).
ii. The vast majority of Muslims are not fundamentalists or terrorists
iii. In the wake of failed, corrupt, uncaring, secular governments, low oil 

prices and rising poverty, rising fundamentalist movements blame 
Islam’s vulnerability and defeat by Israel on a departure from the 
Koran.

iv. Madrassas: Free schools in the Arabian Peninsula and in South Asia 
where young men are given an education founded on fundamentalist 
jihad.

v. Al Qaeda - Al Qaeda’s primary targets are the governments of the 
Middle East.

V. Conclusions
a. To defeat terrorism, we must understand its social origins: poverty, 

unemployment, hopelessness, humiliation and powerlessness, resentment 
over American policies.

b. As a proxy for globalization, the United States is simultaneously loved and 
hated around the world:

i. American culture is adored and imitated with qualms about its 
commercialism.

ii. American policy is often hated.


