
Legacies of Colonialism and Economic Development
Africa Asia Latin America

Legacy from 
Colonialism

“Laws of the land are not made for 
Black and White alike.”

Blacks jailed, treated unfairly
Changed gender roles in work
Western Christian education that 

turns out to be a digression from 
traditional learning

Foreign culture “takes a negative 
toll on local morality and 
thought”

Western imperialism forced 
Africans to give up many 
traditional ideas and to 
assimilate to European ways.

European institutions and ideas 
were adopted, such as 
urbanization

Europeans made many Africans 
believe they were an inferior 
race because of their primitive 
institutions and culture

1911 China; Qing overthrown
1011-1949 Internal chaos, 

rejection of traditional Confucian 
values, weak regional warlords 
unable to resist European, 
Japanese occupation and 
exploitation

Soviet attempts to extend power; 
supporting revolutions wherever 
possible

Mao supports revolution against 
landlords

Gandhi- peaceful resistance
India- continuing Hindu/Muslim 

conflict
China- central government, rich 

vs. poor 
Vietnam rejection of colonialism, 

popular resistance

Moving away from colonial 
institutions

Resentment of foreign ownership of 
industry; e.g. oil

Remained major exporters
Authoritarian leaders; Peron, Diaz

Patterns of Economic 
Development

Males (mainly) stream into towns 
and cities

Mothers (single) have to choose 
between working and caring for 
children

Difficult for Africans to work/need 
passes

Western ideas of urbanization 
converged with the new 
education

Industrial economic ideas 
introduced in an agrarian and 
pastoral area

Many European ideas were retained 
as a means of building new 
African cities

Established urbanization created 
jobs although many traditional 
values were revived after 
colonialism.

Uneven development, rich vs. poor 
lends to revolutionary 
movements

Gandhi wants Indians to be self 
sufficient; home rule

Late 20th century planned 
economy, growth in Japan, East 
Asia, India

“Great Leap Forward” in China
Economic reforms in independent 

India

Industrialization
Nationalization of foreign owned 

industry
Exploitation by foreign industry
Raising of tariffs
Increasing levels of transportation; 

railroads
Mexican oil companies nationalized 
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