
Persuasive Essay 

What is a persuasive/argument essay? 

Persuasive writing, also known as the argument essay, utilizes logic and reason to show that one idea is more legitimate 

than another idea. It attempts to persuade a reader to adopt a certain point of view or to take a particular action. The 

argument must always use sound reasoning and solid evidence by stating facts, giving logical reasons, using examples, 

and quoting experts. 

When planning a persuasive essay, follow these steps 

1. Choose your position. Which side of the issue or problem are you going to write about, and what solution will 

you offer? Know the purpose of your essay.  

2. Analyze your audience. Decide if your audience agrees with you, is neutral, or disagrees with your position.  

3. Research your topic. A persuasive essay must provide specific and convincing evidence. Often it is necessary to 

go beyond your own knowledge and experience. You might need to go to the library or interview people who 

are experts on your topic.  

4. Structure your essay. Figure out what evidence you will include and in what order you will present the 

evidence. Remember to consider your purpose, your audience, and you topic.  

The following criteria are essential to produce an effective argument 

• Be well informed about your topic. To add to your knowledge of a topic, read thoroughly about it, using 

legitimate sources. Take notes.  

• Test your thesis. Your thesis, i.e., argument, must have two sides. It must be debatable. If you can write down 

a thesis statement directly opposing your own, you will ensure that your own argument is debatable.  

• Disprove the opposing argument. Understand the opposite viewpoint of your position and then counter it by 

providing contrasting evidence or by finding mistakes and inconsistencies in the logic of the opposing argument.  

• Support your position with evidence. Remember that your evidence must appeal to reason.  

The following are different ways to support your argument: 

Facts - A powerful means of convincing, facts can come from your reading, observation, or personal experience. 

Note: Do not confuse facts with truths. A "truth" is an idea believed by many people, but it cannot be proven. 

Statistics - These can provide excellent support. Be sure your statistics come from responsible sources. Always cite 

your sources. 

Quotes - Direct quotes from leading experts that support your position are invaluable. 

Examples - Examples enhance your meaning and make your ideas concrete. They are the proof. 

 
The persuasive essay must choose a side, make a case for it, consider and refute alternative arguments, and 
prove to the undecided reader that the opinion it presents is the best one. You must be aware of other sides 

and be fair to them; dismissing them completely will weaken your own argument. 
 
 

 
ONLINE RESOURCE THAT MAY HELP YOU TO ORGANIZE YOUR ESSAY – THE PERSUASION MAP: 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/persuasion_map/ 
 



Persuasive Essay Rubric 

Criteria 4 3 2 1 

The claim I make a claim and explain 

why it is controversial. 
I make a claim but 

don't explain why it is 

controversial. 

My claim is buried, 

confused and/or 

unclear. 

I don't say what my 

argument or claim 

is. 

Reasons in 

support of the 

claim 

I give clear and accurate 

reasons in support of my 

claim. Information is 

historically accurate and 

covers the major areas of 

the aspect of the 

civilization 

I give reasons in 

support of my claim 

but I may overlook 

important reasons. 

I give 1 or 2 weak 

reasons that don't 

support my claim 

and/or irrelevant or 

confusing reasons. 

I do not give 

convincing reasons 

in support of my 

claim. 

Reasons against 

the claim 

I discuss the reasons 

against my claim and 

explain why it is valid 

anyway. 

I discuss the reasons 

against my claim but 

leave some reasons out 

and/or don't explain 

why the claim still 

stands. 

I say that there are 

reasons against the 

claim but I don't 

discuss them. 

I do not 

acknowledge or 

discuss the reasons 

against the claim. 

Organization My writing has a 

compelling opening, an 

informative middle and a 

satisfying conclusion. 

My writing has a 

beginning, middle and 

end. It marches along 

but doesn't dance. 

My writing is 

organized but 

sometimes gets off 

topic. 

My writing is 

aimless and 

disorganized. 

Voice and tone It sounds like I care about 

my argument. I show how 

I think and feel about it. 

My tone is OK but my 

paper could have been 

written by anyone. I 

need to tell more about 

how I think and feel. 

My writing is bland 

or pretentious. There 

is either no hint of a 

real person in it or it 

sounds like I'm a 

fake. 

My writing is too 

formal or too 

informal. It sounds 

like I don't like the 

topic of the essay. 

Word choice The words I use are 

striking but natural, varied 

and vivid. 

I make routine word 

choices. 
The words I use are 

often dull or 

uninspired or sound 

like I am trying too 

hard to impress. 

I use the same 

words over and 

over. Some words 

may be confusing to 

a reader. 

Sentence 

fluency 

My sentences are clear, 

complete, and of varying 

lengths. 

I have well-constructed 

sentences. 
My sentences are 

sometimes 

awkward, and/or 

contain run-ons and 

fragments. 

Many run-ons, 

fragments and 

awkward phrasings 

make my essay hard 

to read. 

Conventions I use correct grammar, 

spelling, and punctuation. 
I generally use correct 

conventions. I have a 

couple of errors I 

should fix. 

I have enough errors 

in my essay to 

distract a reader. 

Numerous errors 

make my paper hard 

to read. 

Documentation I used a variety of 

resources and documented 

all sources appropriately in 

the Works Cited page. 

I have included an 

appropriate Works 

Cited page but only 

used one source. 

My source(s) are 

listed without proper 

citation. 

I failed to include an 

accurate Works 

Cited page. 

 


