
1. Start of the Cold War 
a. The Soviet Union was concerned with keeping its borders safe and under control. 
b. Great Britain and the US were afraid of expansion of Soviet power and territory 
c. The Soviet Union signed treaties giving them control of Eastern Europe – in return 

they would give control of Japan to the US. 
d. Stalin thought that liberated countries would be grateful to the S.U. and vote in 

Communist leadership – when Hungary voted against the Communists – Stalin 
seized power there 

e. Winston Churchill coins the term “iron curtain” in a speech in Missouri – he was 
warning the world against the expansionist desire of the Soviets. 

f. Most of the west misread Stalin – when confronted he would back down, when left 
alone he moved ahead. 

g. The west practiced a form of appeasement with Stalin by not confronting him over 
Poland, Hungary, or Czechoslovakia. 

2. The Truman Doctrine and Containment 
a. Great Britain could no longer support Greece or Turkey. Truman decided to give aid 

to both countries. He stated “it must be the policy of the United States to support 
free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or 
outside pressures”.   

b. Containment – Keenan wrote that the Soviets were like a fluid stream, filling up any 
area where permitted. He proposed that we must contain Soviet expansion 
tendencies anywhere in the world. 

c. Truman created the Department of Defense, the National Security Council, and the 
Central Intelligence Agency to provide security for the nation. 

d. Marshall Plan – Most European nations were suffering following the war.  General 
Marshall proposed that the US should help reduce the poverty and hunger of 
Europe, allowing the nations to recover.  The US provided $13 Billion in aid from 
1945-1949 

e. Stalin tries to remove dissent from Eastern Europe – trials, confessions, and 
executions remove those who are felt to be disloyal. 

f. The Soviet Union cuts off West Berlin from the rest of Germany to force the west 
out of East Germany.  The west responds with an 11-month airlift of supplies.  The 
Soviets eventually back down and re-open Berlin. 

g. NATO – The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is formed to protect Western Europe 
from the Soviets – if one is attacked, all will respond. The Soviet held nations 
respond in kind with the Warsaw Pact. 

Opposing Perspectives 
     A. Alliance of Britain and U.S. with Soviet Union was pragmatic: need to defeat Germany 
          1. Lack of trust of Stalin. Neither Churchill nor FDR told Stalin about the atomic bomb 
          2. Many Allied leaders hoped USSR could be persuaded to join a new, stronger League of 

Nations organization 
     B. Communist leaders feared capitalist nations 
          1. Expected for European and then world domination by communism. 
          2. Hoped for collapse of capitalist economies and societies 


