
CHANGE  INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION  GENDER ISSUES

 The Industrial Revolution in part was fueled by the economic necessity of 
many women, single and married, to find waged work outside their home. 

 Women mostly found jobs in domestic service, textile factories, and piece 
work shops. They also worked in the coal mines. 

 For some, the Industrial Revolution provided independent wages, mobility and 
a better standard of living. 

 For the majority, however, factory work in the early years of the 19th century 
resulted in a life of hardship.

Key points:

Working conditions were often unsanitary and the work dangerous.
Education suffered because of the demands of work.
Home life suffered as women were faced with the double burden of factory work 

followed by domestic chores and child care.
Men assumed supervisory roles over women and received higher wages.
Unsupervised young women away from home generated societal fears over their 

fate.
As a result of the need for wages in the growing cash economy, families became 

dependent on the wages of women and children
There was some worker opposition to proposals that child and female labor should 

be abolished from certain jobs.

Women also faced the added burden of society’s demand for children. The industrial 
age led to a rapid increase in birth rates which clearly has an impact upon the 
physical strength of the mothers. It was not uncommon for families to have more 
than 10 children as a result of this demand: and the woman would often have to 
work right up to and straight after the day of the child’s birth for financial reasons, 
leaving the care of the new born child to older relatives.

Women became dependent on marriage for economic survival. Every young girl was 
carefully trained to be a good wife and mother; to be subordinate to her husband 
and to males in general. Taught to defer to men, an education might jeopardize a 
girl’s chance to marry. One father wrote his daughter, “If you happen to have any 
learning, keep it a profound secret, especially from the men.” 


