
Chapter 15:  Study Guide 
 

Chapter  Section Objectives Section Key Ideas 
Section 2 • Explain how the gold-salt trade led to the 

rise of Ghana. 
• Describe how Sundiata and Mansa Musa 

advanced Mali. 
• Describe the Songhai Empire. 
• Identify Benin and the Hausa and Yoruba 

city-states. 

West Africa contained 

several powerful empires 
and states, including 

Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. 

Section 3 • Describe the role of east coast trade 

cities in the economy of East Africa. 
• Explain how Islam influenced East African 

peoples. 
• Identify Great Zimbabwe and explain its 
significance. 

• Describe how the Mutapa Empire was 
established. 

From 1000 to 1500, East 

African city-states and 
southern African empires 

gained wealth and power 
through trade. 
 

 

Chapter Review Questions:  
 

FORMAT FOR CHAPTER 15 In-Class Writing: 
 

- ONE REQUIRED QUESTION – NO CHOICE – selected from the following: 
 

1. What were some of the most important ways in which West Africa and East Africa were 
affected by the growth in trade and commerce that took place between 800 and 1500? 

2. How was the trade that occurred along Africa's east coast similar to or different from the 
trade that occurred in West Africa? 

 
- ANSWER TWO of six – which will come from the following pool: 
 

1. How did social groupings in central African societies differ from that of American society 
today? 

2. What purposes do lineage groups and age-set systems serve in stateless societies? 

3. How did Islam spread through the different parts of Africa, and what was its influence? 
4. What religions had influence throughout Africa? Did that influence extend to all levels of 

society? 

5. What common feature linked the kingdoms and empires of West Africa? 
6. What might account for the fact that many African empires, including Mali and Songhai, 

remained wealthy and powerful for less than 200 years? 

7. What helped societies in West Africa to obtain wealth and stability? What was destructive 
to them? Use examples to support your ideas. 

8. How does Swahili symbolize the blending of cultures in East Africa? 

9. Why did cities thrive on the East African coast in the 1300s? How were such cities as 
Kilwa, Sofala, and Mombasa and the Mutapa Empire affected by the arrival of the 
Portuguese in the late 1400s? 

10. What was Great Zimbabwe, and what led to its fall? What is Great Zimbabwe's 
relationship to the Mutapa Empire? 

 


